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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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A Christmas Story for Everyone 
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Dear Nieces and Nephews: 


One day near Christmas an 
American Marine named Pat Mor- 
dell walked down a narrow, dirty 
street in Shanghai, China. Sud- 
denly he saw a bundle of rags 
against one of the buildings—the 
bundle moved. And then he saw 
a little face peeking out of the 


she wanted only a place to sleep 
and food for her starved body, 


(Continued on page 5) 


APPOINTED TO DIE! 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment: so Christ was once offered to bear the 
sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear 


the second time without sin unto salvation.”’— 


Men avoid death, hate death, 
and do not want to face it. At 
every funeral they put artificial 
grass over the rough clods, they 
line the grave with beautiful cloth, 
they bank flowers everywhere to 
hide the hideous fact of death. 
Undertakers embalm the body so 
that it will not stink for a few 
hours. They paint the lifeless, cold 


bundle. It was a half-starved little ‘, iB: é 


girl. 

Pat had often seen these bun- 
dles of rags with a little Chinese 
boy or girl inside, and he could 
never pass them by. He’d carry 
them to Miss Fraser at the Chris- 
tian Orphanage. Every time he 


brought a child to the orphan- Bi. Pa: 


age, Miss Fraser would tell him 
not to bring any more children. 
She loved these Chinese children 
so, but there was just not enough 
food to feed one more mouth. 


Pat tried hard not to look at a 


the bundle of rags, but he couldn’t 


help it. He went over and picked |. 


+ &*¢5° 


up the little girl and carried her ay a 


in his strong arms to the orphan- 
age. Miss Fraser longed to take 
the little girl and care for her, 
and finally she said, “We'll care 
for her somehow.” And so nine- 
year-old Su Ling was given a bath 
and tucked into bed wearing a 
soft clean nightgown. Now let’s 
continue the story. 


A Box for Su Ling 


It is surprising what food and 
love can do for a little starved 
child. If Pat had come back to the 
orphanage six months later he 
could never have picked her out 
of the group of shiny-eyed girls 
on the playground. After one had 
pointed her out to him though, 
he would never have forgotten 
her; Su Ling had the sweetest 
face of any of the girls in the or- 
phanage, for she had been there 
only a few months when she ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus as her very 
own Saviour. With the Lord Jesus 
making His home in her_heart, a 
light shone on her face that noth- 
ing could erase. The teachers and 
the children said, “Su Ling has 
the Jesus shine on her face.” And 
it was true. 


Many of the children in the or- 
phanage loved the Lord Jesus, 
but not one loved Him more than 
Su Ling. Just as her little body 
had been starved, but had quickly 
grown plump and healthy with 
good food, so her little soul grew 


fat and healthy as she listened tog 


the Bible stories the teachers told, 
and as she memorized the Scrip- 
ture verses. She was the first of 
the nine-year-old girls to earn her 
New Testament for memorizing 
Scripture verses the first year she 
was in the orphanage. Su Ling 
Was always quick in a _ sweet, 
quiet way to tell others about 
Jesus and what He had done for 
her. If she hurt anybody’s feel- 
ings, she would quickly ask their 
forgiveness, and confess her wrong 
to God. 

For three years Su Ling lived 
in the orphanage, three wonder- 
ful, happy years. For three Christ- 
mases the kind people of China 
and from over the sea supplied 
her with things dear to a little 
girl’s heart. The first Christmas 


‘By Dr. bE. 
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President Prairie Bible Institute 
Three Hills, Alberta, Canada 


“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the 
angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 


which is Christ the Lord.”—Luke 2:8-11. 


“They were sore afraid... . 
Fear not.” The natural man might 
well tremble when the Most High, 
the Invisible, becomes visible and 
audible. But the angelic words 
were, “Fear not.” And the rea- 
son? The tidings were good, of 
great joy, and to all people. “A 
Saviour’ — Someone who saves 
from sin and death and Hell. 
“Christ”—Someone anointed as a 
Divine King to usher in the King- 
dom of God. “Lord’—Someone of 
the very Godhead able to meet and 
master the sin problem, This 
Someone has come, is born, is the 
Lord, the Saviour-God. This is 
news indeed and good beyond all 
reckoning. How fitting, then, the 
angelic hymn: 


Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among men, 
in whom 
He is well pleased. 


The Promised One 


Ever “since the world began” 
(Luke 1:70) seers had looked for 
the Messianic “Seed of the wo- 
man” to bruise the serpent’s head. 
Indeed, ‘Many prophets and kings 
had desired to see those things 
which we see, and had not seen 


them’ (Luke 10:24). Glimpsing 
them from afar, however, they 
greeted them and embraced them. 
“Abraham rejoiced to see my day,” 
said Jesus, “and he saw it, and 
was glad.” 


We need not think, therefore, 
that “the sunrise of Christ” was 
so entirely abrupt and new. Beth- 
lehem had long been known as the 
predicted place of His birth,. In 
fact, the promises of the coming 
Messiah form the very warp and 
woof of all Old Testament prophe- 
cy. For centuries thoughtful S 
had traced in type and history an 
prophecy “the footsteps of Mes- 
siah.” The aged Simeon but cli- 
maxed a long list of saintly and 
expectant souls. However, he had 
it especially revealed to him that 
“he should not see death, before 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ.” 


The Eternal One 


Although a true human anda 
child of time, this born One is 
“without beginning of days’ or 
end of years. His had been an 
eternal glory with the Father ‘‘be- 
fore the world was.” When the 


(Continued on page 4) 


Hebrew 9:27, 


face to give a lifelike glow, and 
the body is dressed as if for a 
gala occasion. We do not want 
to face the solemn fact of death; 
that this body in a few days will 
be simply a putrid, stinking mass 
with maggots eating the rotten 
flesh. 

The time was_ when _ honest 
preachers preached often. that 
“The soul that sinneth, it shall 
DIE” (Ezek. 18:4); “The wages 
of sin is DEATH” (Rom. 6:23); 
that “It is appointed unto men 
once to DIE, but after this the 
judgment” (Heb. 9:27). Preachers 
preached, “Prepare to meet thy 
God” (Amos 4:12); and “Except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish” (Luke 13:3). In _ those 
honest days Christians would ask 
the sinner the simple question, 
“Are you prepared to die?” That 
now would seem to many crude 
and shocking! And yet God says 
it is appointed unto men to DIE! 


I. The Bible Full of Warnings 
About Death 


However men feel about death, 
God’s Word deals honestly about 
it. The Bible has more to say 
about death than nearly anything 
else. In the beautiful Garden of 
Eden where sin had never entered 
nor death had ever come, the Lord 
warned Adam about the forbid- 
den fruit and said, “In the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou 


shalt surely DIE” (Gen. 2:17). 
But Adam and Eve did eat, and 
they died. They died spiritually 
that moment and the curse of 
sin and death passed upon them, 
and their bodies began the process 
of decay and death that instant. 

In Genesis, chapter 5, God gives 
the genealogy from Adam to Noah. 
One man, Enoch, walked with God 
and was translated, but of the 
other eight the refrain is repeated 
again and again: “And he DIED.” 
God tells how Adam lived and 
begat sons and daughters and how 
long he lived and then says, “And 
he DIED.” Of Seth, Enos, Cainan, 
Mahalaleel, of Jared, of Methuse- 
lah, and of Lamech alike it is said 
explicitly in each case, “And he 
DIED”! Of. course they died—did 
we not already know it? And 
would we not expect it? And yet 
God seems determined to brand it 
on our hearts concerning each 
one of them that he DIED. Death 
is the ever recurring theme of 
the Bible. 

When we read the story of the 
kings of Judah and of Israel, the 
chronicle is punctuated in the 
case of nearly every king with 
some such words as these: “And 
he slept with his fathers and his 
son reigned in his stead.” 

To Moses God said, “Behold, thy 


days approach that thou must 
DIE” (Deut. 31:14). To Hezekiah 
God sent Isaiah to say, “Set thine 
house in order: for thou shalt 
DIE, and not live” (Isaiah 38:1). 


The Prophet Ezekiel gave God's 
warning: “The soul that sinneth, 
it: shall. DIE” (Ezek: 18:4. 20). 
Again he warns that if a sinner 

(Continued from page 6) 


Bible Questions on 


Prayer 


Answered By the Late R, A. Torrey 


How do you know God an-} 


swers prayer? 


I know it first of all because 
the Bible says so, and I have con- 
clusive proof that the Bible is the 
inerrant Word of God, and what- 
ever it says is true I know to be 
true. The Bible abounds in state- 
ments that God answers prayer. 
For example, Jesus says in Mat- 
thew 7:11: “If ye being evil know 
how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall 
your Father which is in heaven 
give good things to them that 
ask Him!” And He says again to 
His disciples who were united to 
Him by a living faith and obedi- 
ent love: “Whatsoever ye _ shall 
ask in My name, that will I do, 


| that the Father may be glorified 


in the Son. If ye shall ask any- 
thing in My name I will do it” 
(John 14:13, 14). 

But I also know that God an- 
swers prayer because He has an- 


swered mine. Time and time again | 


throughout the years I have asked 
God for things which He alone 
could give, for things that there 
was no probability whatever of 
my getting, and I have told no one 
else of my need, and God has 
given me the very things I asked. 
There have been times in my life 
when I have asked God for cer- 
tain specific things, and it was 
so evident that if I got them they 


must be from Him that I have 
said to Him in asking for them: 
“If you will give me this thing I 
will never doubt you again as long 
as I live,” and God has given me 
the very thing I asked. On one 
occasion God gave. $6,000 within 
two hours in answer to prayer. 
On another occasion, when an- 
other and I prayed for $5,000 for 


(Continued on page 5) 


Dr. R, A, Torrey 
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The Story That Never INCIDENTS 


l ond Hey 
G Old te 
sy Whustvations| 


THE 


eviron's NOLES 


by John R. Rice 


Evangelist Sweeting to 
Germany 
Evangelist George Sweeting of 


The Christmas season is on. ‘ Ridgewood, New Jersey, recently 
We all look forward to fellowship No story more often repeated id sed Germany, where he and 
with the children and grandchil- And yet it never grows old; By his —— will speak in the public 
dren and friends, the greetings A story that ever grows sweeter schools. He will bring Bible mes- 


| Evangelist Robert L. Sumner 


from loved ones far and near, and | To the heart each time it is told. 


sages through the medium of hig 


to giving and receiving gifts. 
there is a holy joy that is divine 
in Christmas, for a Christian. I 
am having great Joy now and my 
heart is stirred as I am planning 
a sermon to be written for next 
week's paper on Christmas. 


Let’s be sure to honor the Lord 
Jesus Christ this Christmas. I 
suggest first that you send sub- 
scriptions for friends and _ loved 
ones. Then, why not send a. gift 
to our Ministers and. Missionary 
Subscription Gift Fund, and. so 
help get the Gospel to pastors in 


. | , “vy 
manv countries. who would sub- 


scribe but cannot, and to mission- 
aries who, have ltt income, or 
retired pastors an ministerial | 
student othe who. should | 
have the subscriptions as a mis- 
sionary git hat surely would 
plea . the Lord Jesus. 

\nd we sug? est also that you 
five good books. for Christ- 
mas. Make it a Christian Christ- 
mas: I hope to do that, too. 

A Nation-W ide I Radio Broad- 
cast Pk inned hy the Kditor 

Beginning in January, we plat 
to begin a nation-wide broade act 
of the Gospel on about thirty 
radio ss tlc. A half-hour broad- 
cast once a week is planned, with 
fine music and with this editor 
preaching. 

One reason we feel especially 
burdened to begin a nation-wide 


radio broadcast is that already we 
are compelled to spend a certain 
amount of time at home. Already 


we make two radio broadcasts 
weekly. Long experience preach- 
ing on hundreds of different ra- 


dio stations has proved that God 
in mercy blesses our. radio preach- 
ing. 

However, we estimate that a ra- 
dio broadcast will cost the first 
year between $30,000 and $40,000. 
That means that we must have 
the prayer support of thousands, 
and the regular weekly or month- 
ly gifts of many Christians, if 
we are to maintain such a broad- 
cast. Will you earnestly pray with 
us about this? So many have been 
saved through my radio broad- 
casts, just as thousands have been 
saved through my literature. Now 
if the dear Lord will help me to 
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oh 


SOMEONE 


“SAYS, AM NOT 
READY TO TAKE A STAND JUST 
Now. | HAVE A CONTEMPT FOR A 
MAN WHO KNOWS WHAT THE 
RIGHT STAND IS BUT HAS NOT 
ENOUGH COURAGE TO TAKE A 


STAND.—Dkr. Bop JONES, Sr. 
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But | 


’Twas not in royal splendor, 
Nor yet in the role of fame, 

But cradled in a lowly manger 
That man’s Redeemer came. 


The story of His coming 
By herald angel voiced; 
Shepherds beheld the glory 


And in their heart 


Ss rejoiced. 


Foretold by faithful prophets 
The story of redemption’s plan ; 


Foretol 


d at the gate of Eden 


The coming Saviour of man. 


By law man 


Himself 


4 <AtTes 
LO Sa\ ¢ 


was unable 
from sin; 


Then came the Redeemer from Heaven 


And gr 


ACE 


was ushered in. 


Wi ith love He came and meekness 
To Calvary’s ¢ ross that day, 


And paid the del 


yt completely— 


The debt-that I should pay. 


That’s why I love the story ; 


I could not 
He took 


pay the cost; 
my sinful burden 


And nailed it to the cross. 


I know not how He did it, 
I only know ’tis true; 

Oh, will you not receive Him? 
He paid the debt for you. 


Yes, ’tis the same old stor y, 
Sweeter each time it is told— 


The Child of Bethlehem’s 


Ss manger, 


The story that never grows old. 
—Floyd A. Cantwell. 
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develop a nation-wide. broadcast, 
and extend that broadcast until it 
reaches every community on this 
continent, how many thousands 
might be saved and how many 
millions of Christians might be re- 
vived and warmed! We want your 
prayers. 

In some cases a church or a 
Christian or a group of Christians 
would like to pay for the radio 
broadcast in a certain community. 
In some cases perhaps radio sta- 
tions, influenced by local pastors 
and Christians, would be glad to 
put the program on the air ona 
sustaining basis without cost. 

A full list of the stations and 
the hour at which the broadcast 
will appear will be published a 
little later. Meantime, please pray 
and plan with us. 
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Plan Now for Sword Confer- 
ences in January and 
February 

We plan three large overlapping 
conferences on revival and soul 
winning in North Carolina in 
eight days, January 11-18, Sun- 
day through Sunday. The confer- 
ence begins January 11-14 at 
Winston-Salem, where large plans 
are being made, January 13-16, 
the conference will run at Dur- 
ham, with a strong committee of 
pastors and churches backing it. 
On January 15-18, Thursday 
through Sunday, the conference 
will be held in a large auditorium 
at Wilson, North Carolina, where 
last year we had such a blessed 
time. 

Speakers at these conferences 
will include Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., 
Dr. Tom Malone of Pontiac, Mich- 
igan, Dr. Bill Rice of Murfrees- 
boro, Tennessee, Evangelist Walt 
Handford, and Editor John R. 
Rice. We hope that preachers and 
Christian workers will plan to at- 
tend one of the three conferences, 
at least, during these big eight 
days. 

January 18-21, Brother. Jack 
Hyles of Garland, Texas, and this 
editor will be in a conference with 
Trinity Baptist Church, Jackson- 
ville, Florida, pastor Rev. Bob 
Gray. On Thursday, January 22, 
through Sunday, January 25, I 
will be speaking, God willing, at 
the West Side Baptist Church, 
West Palm Beach, Florida, Rev. 
Luzene Lamerson, pastor. 

February 1-6, we will have a 
tremendous conference on revival 
and soul winning at the Miller 
Road Baptist Church, Garland, 
Texas, Rev. Jack Hyles, pastor. 
Speakers at Garland will include 
Dr. Lee Roberson of Chattanooga, 
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., Dr. Myron 
Cedarholm, director of the Con- 
servative Baptist Association, Dr. 
Tom Malone of Pontiac, Michi- 
gan, and this editor. This will be 
one of the largest of the Sword 
of the Lord conferences, with 
hundreds of preachers attending 
from several states, and we hope 
all who can will plan now to at- 


Contributing Editor 


The Best Advice 

The Inquiring Camera Girl of 
the Chicago Tribune, Maryon Zyl- 
stra, asked five Chicago car hops 
the question, “What is the bes: 
advice anyone ever gave you?” 
The gist of one answer. was, 
“Don’t ever let troubles get you 
down.” The summary of another 
was, “Don’t be afraid to gq into 
debt.” A third was the 
finish high school, 
ally was. not 
quoted a high 
saying, 


which incident- 
heeded. A fourth 
school teacher as 
“Don’t get into things too 


hastily. If it’s a serious hierar! 
give it proper consideration.” A 
fifth said, “Don’t be. atra a to 
change your mind bec use only 
fools never m: ‘: e Wistakes S;"" 

The best advice I ever got—and 
the best anyone ever received 
was to accept the Lord Jesus 
Christ as my personal Saviour and 
Lord. It was advice, when acted 
upon, which changed my entire 
life and has never bee n regretted 
for a single moment. “Thou wilt 
crate me the path of life: in thy 
presence is fulness of joy: at thy 


right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore... As for me, I will 
behold thy face in righteousness: 
I shall be satisfied, when I awake, 
with thy likeness (Ps. 16:11; Ps. 
ae faci 
* BS BS 

Preaching Versus Practicing 

The will of a Rutherfordton, 
North Carolina woman was very 
vehement in proclaiming her ab- 
horrence of tobacco. Stating, “J 
hate smoking,’ she instructed the 
executor of her will to “please 
see that no one has the part I 
have said if they smoke.’ But the 
estate of which she was disposing, 
in addition to personal effects 
that included three tracts of land 
and more than three thousand 
dollars in U. S. Government bonds, 
had twenty-five shares of R. J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Company stock! 
There was an amazing inconsist- 
ency between the lady’s preaching 
and her practice. 


As a matter of fact, this world 
is filled with Christians who are 
strangely inconsistent. For exam- 
ple, there are those who do not 
believe in sales and suppers to 
finance God’s work, yet do not 


tithe; others believe the church 
should have services on Sunday 
night, yet only attend Sunday 


morning themselves; others. be- 
heve that salvation comes only 
through faith in Christ, yet insist 
on a spirit of compromise and 
tolerance with modernism and 
apostasy; others condemn vehe- 
mently liquor, dancing, tobacco, 
movies, ete., yet are not at all 
alarmed about. their own prayer- 
lessness, indifference, lack of soul 
winning and Bible reading, etc.: 
still others will travel half-way 
across the country to see a dying 
grandmother who is about to go 
to Heaven, but will not walk next 
door to visit a sinner already dead 
in. trespasses and sins, about to 
go to Hell. 

I don’t know who said it, but 
whoever it was certainly hit the 
proverbial nail on the head: “Oh, 
consistency, thou art a jewel!’ 

* cS * 

According to the American Mis- 
sion for Opening Closed Churches, 
there are sixty thousand closed 
churches in America with an ad- 
ditional one thousand closing ev- 
ery year! Surely the fields were 
never whiter, the need for labor- 
ers more pressing, than at this 
present hour! “Also I heard the 
voice of the Lord, saying, Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for 
us? Then said I, Here am I; send 
me” (Isa. 6:8). 


“ % % 
“A Rose by Any Other . 
ame... 


A little over thirty miles from 
where I live, at Decatur, Illinois, 


aadavice TX ) | 


chalk drawings. Beginning in 
Frankfurt the team will visit five 
schools a day. The schedule will 
take them through the Ruhr Val- 


ley and finally to Berlin. Mr, 

Sweeting’s schedule includes refu- 

gee camps where he did mission- 

ary work in 1953 and 1957. 

New Missionary Radio Siation 
The J:vangelical Allianee Mis- 


sion reports that a new missions 
ary radio station on the island of 
Aruba in the Netherlands Antilles 


began broadcasting Sunday afters 
noon, JNovember 2. 1958. The 
broadeasts we re initiated with a 
dedication service attended by the 
Lieutenant Governor, community 
leadet and more than 500 
friends. Dr. David H, Johnson, 
reneral pevdieegg of the 1ission 
nd Mr. A. Gundersen, chairs 
man he Board of Directors, 
narticinater in. the dedication 
ceremony, with Dr. Johnson giv- 
ing the main address. 

This new radio voice, known as 
Station Victoria, PJA- 6, initiated 
a daily broadcast schedule of five 
hours, with six and one-half hours 


on Sunday 
920 ke., 
watts. 
with 


, on the 325 meter band, 
and with a power of 5,000 
The transmitter is designed 
power enough to reach the 
entire circle of islands in the 
Caribbean and the northern coast 
of South America. Broadcast time 
will be expanded as the work is 
developed. Programs are broads 
cast in four languages: Papiamens 
to, Spanish, Dutch, and English. 
THE END 


Don’t get the wrong idea 
of God. When you pervert 
Christianity, God Almighty, 
gets m: *. Bob Jones, Sr. 
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trol Warden. However, 
the dog catcher! 

In much the same manner, we 
like to dress up and dignify our 
Sins by calling them mistakes, 
short comings, errors, slips, and 
everything else but what they 
really are. However, they are 
still sins! They are sins that must 
be settled. They are sins deserving 
a just penalty. They are sins that 
will cause the fruitage of eternal 
damnation unless settled by the 
Sin-Bearer. We need to be con- 
stantly aware and truthfully face 
the fact that sin is “exceeding sin-< 
ful” (Rom, 7:13). 

2k * 


he is still 


; oh 
It Happened at the Movies! 

During the period of just a few 
weeks, I noticed three items in 
the daily papers showing how 
harmful the movies are for chil- 
dren, The first had to do with 
an eight-year-old girl who shot 
her father fatally while prac- 
ticing the “draw” after returning 
from the movie entitled, “Tha 
Fastest Gun Alive.” 

The second item told how a 
fourteen-year-old school girl was 
arrested in downtown Dallas for 
shoplifting. The eighth grader ex- 
plained to detectives that she had 
received the idea for her criminal 
activities from watching TV pro- 
grams. 

The third item told how a nine- 
year-old boy was “literally scared 
to death by a horror movie” ac- 
cording to the sworn testimony of 

coroner’s physician. The doctor 
testified, ‘‘The boy died of a heart 
collapse after extraordinary ten- 
sion while watching a movie.” The 
Chicagoan collapsed at a climactic 
part in the film, “The Creeping 
Unknown,’ one-half of a double 
horror bill at an Oak Park thea- 
ter. 

And some people still naively 
say, “I don’t see anything wrong 
with the movies.” 

1K oo ® * 
Evangelist Sumner can be seen and heard? 
Thru December 14: 


Calvary Baptist Church 
Macomb, Illinois 


they have added considerable dig- 


Dec. 28-Jan, 11: 
nity to the office of dog catcher, 


Southside Baptist Church 


a 


of the Lord Editorial and Executive office at 214 W. Wesley, Wheaton,| tend in the great Miller Road 


Illinois. Office of Publication: 131 West 6th St., Newton, Kansas.' Baptist Church, giving him the title: Animal Con- Shine forida Orange Streets 
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We Will Announce Your 
Gift Subscriptions by 


Air Mail Cards 


For One Week More; 
Rush- Subscriptions in! 


Christmas 


“J Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS | 


(NOTE: We are happy to publish honest 
reports of blessed revivals from trustworthy 


evangelists and churches. Please’ give 
exact statistics, as far as possible, con- 
cerning conversions, rededication, additions, 


etc. We especially appreciate reports from 
pastors and chairmen of union campaigns.) 


EVANGELIST CLIFFORD) 


LEWIS, 7424 State Line, Kansas| 
City, Missouri, conducted a cam- | ( 


paign recently in the Cass Com- 
munity Church -near Downers 
Grove, Illinois, Rev. Elmo Warken- 
tin, pastor. There were 20° pro- 
fessions of faith and 9 rededica- 
tions. Several were led to the Sav- 
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tered. Our friend said, in effect, 
“You are a man who likes good 
reading, a man of discernment and 
intelligence. This will please you.” 
That flatters me. Then the gift 
comes every month, and I am con- 
tinually reminded of the friend 
who gave it. If it had been a 
fruit cake, or a bushel of citrus 
fruit, or a box of cheeses, or pre- 
serves, they would have been most 
eratefully received, but they would 
have been gone long ago, and the 
yearly ‘subscription lasts. through 
the whole year to bring fresh 
blessing every month. 

And with THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp there is the added blessing 
that it is an out-and-out Chris- 
tian magazine, and the blessings 
are not only entertainment but 
spiritual, inspiring, life-changing, 
and heart-warming. And the bless- 
ing comes every week instead of 
only once a month. Surely many 
who read this will do well to 
send Christmas gift subscriptions. 
But you must rush them in. And 
we will fill out this lovely two- 
color greeting card, saying that 
the subscription is a Christmas 
gift from you. We will fill in 
your name on the card, if you 
mark your subscription “Christ- 
mas gift.” 


Our Great Offer Still Stands 


Yes, you can. still get THE 

SworD OF THE LorD a full year 
for $3, and receive absolutely free 
the new book, Js God a “Dirty 
Bully’? and Other Sensational 
Sermons, 202 pages, beautiful li- 
brary binding, absolutely free. 

Or better yet, you may send 
three one-year subscriptions to 
THE Sworp for $7 and receive this 
big new book free. 

And best of all, you may send 
ten yearly subscriptions for only 


$19, and still receive the big 
book, Is God a “Dirty Bully”? and 
Other Sensational Sermons, ab- 


solutely free! What a bargain! 
We tell you again, this is possi- 


ble only becausé we printed 5,000 | 


copies of the book ourselves with 
paper purchased some time ago 
in carload lots. With a large edi- 
tion of the book, with no royalty 
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low as soon as possible. 

3. Be sure in your Christmas 
gift list to honor Christ, Give 
subscriptions to those who will 
not give anything to you. Give 
some subscriptions in Jesus’ name 


only, and expect a reward in 
Heaven. It is all right to give 


gifts to those who will give you 
a gift. But remember that your 
reward in Heaven will come for 
fiving to those who do not, or 
cannot return the gift. Send sub- 


scriptions to pastors, ministerial 
students, foreign missionaries, to 
shut-ins, to young Christians, to 


the officers of your church, and 
teachers in your Sunday School! 

4. Gifts of $3 or more to the 
Ministers and Missionary Sub- 
scription Gift Fund entitle you 
to a free copy of the big’ book, Js 
God a “Dirty Bully’? and Other 
Sensational Sermons. At Christ- 
mastime do you feel led of God 
to help us send THE Sworp to 
missionaries around the world, to 
preachers and Christian workers 
in many countries as well as our 
own? Surely a check sent for this 
purpose would be counted in 
Heaven as a gift to the Lord Je- 
sus Himself. So what you~ can 
do in Jesus’ name do. 

o», Give names and addresses 
very carefully and legibly and 
completely. Give your own name 
and address or say exactly where 
the free premium book is to be 
sent, 

6. Address. your letters to THE 
SWORD OF THE Lorp, Box 420, 
Nheaton, Illinois. Air mail is bet- 
ter at Christmastime! 

7. This subscription offer closes 
January 12, or before that time 
if our free premium books are all 
gone. Please rush subscriptions. 


PAPA PDI IP IEE ED PP PP PPP AAA AAPA ANID 


O what a happy soul am I 
Although I cannot see, 
if am resolved that in this world 
Contented FE will be; 
How many blessings I enjoy 
That other people don’t, 
To weep and sigh because I’m blind, 
I cannot and I won’t. 
—Written by Fanny Crosby 
at the age of eight. 
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of 1395 Michillinda, Pasadena &, 
California, held a meeting October 
26-November 2 at the First Bap- 
tist Church in Willeox, Arizona. 
The pastor, Rev, Martin Jensen, 
reports that there were 8 first- 
time decisions for Christ and a 
real strengthening of the work 
among Christians in the church. 

EVANGELIST JOE MILLER, 
110 Maple Avenue, Camp Hill, 
Pennsylvania, held a meeting at 
the Sand Beech Independent 
Church near Hershey, Pennsyl- 
vania, where Rev. Harold Hahnlen 
is pastor. There were 9 conver- 
sions and FEdedica lions to Christ. 


EVANGELIST ERNIE TONET- 
TI of 2239 South Fifteenth, Phila- 
delphia 45, Pennsylvania, ,. com- 
pleted a two-week meeting Octo- 
ber 26 in the Bradburn Memoria! 
Independent Methodist Church in 
District Heights, Maryland, where 
Rev. James Glascoe is_ pastor. 
There were 33 first-time decisions 
for Christ and over 30 reconsecra- 
tions. In a one-week meeting in 
the Mountain Chapel in Comus, 
Maryland, there were 3 saved and 
4 rededications. This little chapel 
had been closed for years and was 
opened for these services. 

cS “8 * 

Rev. Brooks N. Henry, pastor of 
Eckhart Baptist Church in Eck- 
hart, Maryland, reports a_ good 
meeting concluded November. 2 


with EVANGELIST BOB MAN- 
DERSON, 30x 100, . Fallston, 


Maryland. There were 24 public 

first-time decisions for Christ, and 

many other decisions among 

Christians. The pastor reports a 

deep spirit of revival prevailing 

during and following the meeting. 
* k oe 


EVANGELIST WILLARD FUL- 
LER, P. O. Box 1234, Natchez, 
Mississippi, held three seven-day 
meetings, sponsored by the Green- 
acres Baptist Church, Bossier City, 
Louisiana; the Hope _ Baptist 
Church at Alexandria, Louisiana; 
and the’ Baptist 
Shreveport, Louisiana. Pastor Jim- 

my Thorpe reports that there were 
34 souls saved, 29 who joined the 


Tabernacle, 


you can keep Christmas. 


And if you keep it for a day, why not always? 


But you cannot keep it alone. 


—Henry Van Dyke 
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churches by letter, and many other 
decisions among Christians. The 
pastor was most enthusiastic 
rect mmending var beta eUuner. 


EVANGELIST RANDALL 
GREEN, pastor of the Second 
Baptist Church of Greenville, Ken- 
tucky, recently held three good re- 
vivals. With the Trotwood Baptist 
Church at Trotwood, Ohio, where 
Rev, Henry Johnson is pastor, there 
were 12 first-time decisions for 


Christ and many rededications, In| 
the Dunmor Baptist Church, Dun-' 


in | 


mor, Kentucky, where Rev. 
Maddux is pastor, there were 4 
first-time decisions, plus rededi- 
cations. With the Brush Fork Bap- 
tist Church, Panther, Kentucky, 
where Rey. Marvin Gullett is pas- 
tor, there were 15 first-time de- 
cisions’ for Christ in addition to 
other decisions by Christians. Mr. 
Henry Lippert of Clinton, Illinois, 
was song leader for two of the 
meetings. Brother Green announc- 
es that he will be going into full- 
time evangelistic work sometime 
in the near future. 


Buddy 


I quote below a paragraph from | 


a letter recently received from one 
of our graduates who now ‘has a 
pastorate in a Midwestern state: 
“Dr. Bob, I want to thank you 
and Dr. Bob, Jr., 
you and the school have had on my 
life and ministry. I came to BJU 
in 1947 as a professing Christian, 
but in reality I had never been 
converted. The Lord saved me the 
first night there in the evangelistic 
service as you preached on the 
subject, ‘You can’t put a sham life 
off on God.’ So first of all I am 
erateful that God used you to 
bring me to Christ. Then, too, the 
Lord called me to preach while I 
was in school; and the girl who 
‘became my wife was able to at- 
‘tend because of the Student Loan 


Fund. So you _ see, the Lord 


for the influence | 


changed the whole course of my 
life while I was there in school.” 

We like to pass along to you 
Bible-believing Christians informa- 
tion about what the Lord is doing 
through Bob Jones University be- 
cause we want you to pray tor us, 
and we want you to help us line up 
the right kind of students who can 
be trained for the right kind of 
Christian leadership in these days 
when there is so much compro- 
mise, and we want you to invest 
some of the Lord’s money in the 
work we are trying to do here. 
Please let us hear from you. Thank 
you, and God bless you. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GFEENVILLE, S. C. 
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The Born Saviour 


(Continued from page 1) 


time came for Him to be born into 
this world, He came to no “strange 
place, but to His own property,” 
to the very world that “was made 
by Him.” Before ever the earth 
was, He was with the Father, ‘as 
One brought up with Him.” And 
little Bethlehem Ephratah was to 
be honored as the birthplace of 
One “whose goings forth have 
been of old, from:the days of eter- 
nity” (Micah 5:2 marg.). 

Modernists and other heretics 
are bent. on degrading and re- 
ducing the Eternal to a mere crea- 
ture of time, like Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets. What is this but 
to strip the Eternal Son of His 
glory—‘‘the form of God’’—which 
had been His natural habitat from 
the dateless days of eternity. 

The Russellites misread the 
phrase which calls Christ “the be- 
ginning of the creation of God” 
(Rev. 3:14), as though it refers 
to a personal beginning of Christ. 
A better rendering of this phrase 
would be that Christ is “the be- 
ginning of God’s creation,” or 
“God’s creative Original,” the Be- 
ginner of all creation. The Eternal 
Christ, coeternal with the Father 
and “without beginning of days,”’ 
was the designing or originating 
One, by whom God made all things. 


I saw Thee wm the eternal years 
In glory all alone, 

E’er round Thine wncreated fires 
Created light had shone. 


John the Baptist might well say 
of Him, “My Successor is my 
¥ 
% 
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world ?” 


in Christ. S. K.” 
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“Joy to the World 
The Lord 
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“That your Joy might be full.” John 15:11 


How far will your joy extend this Christmas? 
Will it be limited to the four walls of your own home, 
or will you—as commanded by the Lord Jesus Christ 
—spread that joy “unto the uttermost parts of the 


You as a born-again Christian have now the 
opportunity to extend through the Scott Mission the 
Gospel joy to people in Poland, Israel, Hungary and 
other parts of Europe. Many requests are coming to 
us from Jews and Christians, pleading for urgent 
help. Here is a letter from a Hebrew Christian in 
Upper Silesia, “Dear Brother Zeidman,—You are the 
only person I know in America and the only one I ean 
turn to for help. My only sister has turned against 
me because I am a Christian and married to a Gen- 
tile Christian. As the dreadful Polish winter is ap- 
proaching we need to prepare not only food but fuel 
and clothing for the wife and children. Anything 
you can send us will be greatly appreciated. Yours 


Scores of men, women and children at home and 


Superior, for He was my Prede- 
cessor,” 


The Divine One 


Isaiah declared, ‘‘Unto us a child 
is born, unto us a Son is given!” 
How can He then be less than 
“The Mighty God” (Isa. 9:6)? The 
beloved apostle unhesitatingly de- 
clares Christ to be “the true God; 
and eternal life’ (I John 5:20). 
Paul likewise declares that ‘“‘con- 
cerning the flesh Christ came, who 
is over all, God blessed forever” 
(Rom, 9:5). 


Christ’s Sonship can be no mere 
modernistic — divinity supposed 
to be ecommon to us_all. 
His dignity raises Him not only 
above all humanity but also above 
every created being. Would men 
place Him nearest the throne of 
Deity? Perish the thought! He is 
the Lord of the throne. He is “the 
Lord from heaven” (I Cor. 15:47); 
the “Lord of all” (Acts 10:36, 
Rom. 10:12); the “Lord both of 
the dead and living” (Rom, 14:9); 
“the Lord of glory” (I Cor. 2:8). 
Even doubting Thomas cries out, 
“My Lord and my God” (John 20: 
28). David and Paul ‘join in their 
acclaim of the Son: “Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever and ever’ (Ps. 
45:6, 7; Heb. 1.8). 


“There is no title, no dignity, no 
perfection, no attribute, no work, 
no homage, ascribed to Supreme 
Deity, but is also ascribed to 
Christ . ... Every attribute pe- 
culiar to Deity supposes the cor- 
responding nature’ (David Gra- 


Is Come” 


Pe 


abroad—chiefly in Poland, Hungary and Israel—de- 
pend on.our good will and Christian charity. They 
are looking toward us as the ultimate and sure 
source of help. Let us not disappoint them but ex- 
tend to them the Joy of the Lord which is our 
strength. 

Should you desire to share in this worth-while 
Christian Testimony please make cheques payable to 
“The Scott Mission Inc.” Cash contributions should 
be sent by registered mail. Thank you and may God 
bless you. 


A Joyous Advent Season and a Happy and Pros- 
perous New Year. 


THE SCOTT MISSION, INC. 
Rev. M. Zeidman, Director, 

902 Spadina Avenue, 

Toronto 4, Canada. 
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cey). How pitiful and blasphem- 
ous then of H. E. Fosdick to have 
preached on “The Peril of Wor- 
shipping Jesus.’ Concerning. this 
Child he says: “To be sure, no- 
body should ever go to Jesus, to 
His manger and His Cross, to find 
the Omnipotence which swings 
Orion and the Pleiades.” The 
overwise Doctor denies, of course, ’ 
that this One was once “in the 
form of God,” He denies the pre- 
existence of the Son; denies the 
proper Deity of the Son; denies 
that in the cradle and at the 
Cross His essential and divine 
glory was, for the time being, 
veiled. But let us with the illumi- 
nated eye of saint and sage still 
sing, 


Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail the Incarnate Deity. 


To a little lad who loved to 
think of the Deity of “the Word 
made flesh,” an atheist insisted 
that Christ was merely a good 
man. “Well,” replied the lad, “let 
us read the first verse of John 
using the term ‘good man’ instead 
of the ‘Word.’” Thus he read: “In 
the beginning was the good man, 
and the good man was with God, 
and the good man was God.” Sure- 
ly the lad had that wisdom which 
is hidden from the wise and pru- 
dent, but which is revealed unto 
babes. 


The Human One 


If this born One is truly “the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (Titus 2:13), He is also 
truly human, “bone of our bone, 
and flesh of our flesh.” He is 
“the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 
2:5); He was “made of a woman” 
(Gal. 4:4); He was “made of the 
seed of David according’ to the 
flesh” (Rom. 1:3); “The Word 
made flesh” (John 1:14). He came 
‘in the likeness of sinful flesh,” a 
real, a complete, a sympathizing, 
suffering human being. 

So lowly and wretched was His 
birth and so identified was He with 
man’s misery that no _ poverty- 
stricken human need ever feel that 
he is too poor, or too bad, or be- 
yond the reach of the Saviour. 
The Man of the manger and the 
Cross becomes such sinners as us. 
The most hopeless derelict can 
feel at home here. 

There was once a poor drunkard 
who wakened one morning in a 
strange kind of bed, feeling some- 
thing near him warm and soft. 
Finally he realized he was in a 
stable. He laughed grimly as he 
thought of breakfast, and went 
over in his mind those who might 
be persuaded to help him with a 
meal. “No, I can’t ask any of 
them; they would say I have fallen 
too low.”’ Then he heard the bells 
ringing and began to realize it 
was Christmas Day. What was 
that story about the shepherds— 
and angels—and a manger? Well, 
he wasn’t the first one who had 
slept in a stable. “Mebbe,” he 
thought, “the reason He slept in a 
manger was so He could help a 
fellow like me who is too low for 
anyone else to help.” Then the 
outcast knelt and prayed the pray- 
er of the publican, “‘God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner.” 


The God-Man 


Christianity lives and moves and 
has its being in the Person of 
Christ. Therefore the question of 
questions is: What think ye of 
Christ? Our estimate of Christ is 
our standard for measuring the 


Gospel. As David Gracey once 
said, “We cannot assign to the 


Gospel a light, a life, an authority, 
not previously in Christ. Its meas- 
ure of fitness and sympathy 
for humanity will be in proportion 
to the reality and elevation of His 
humanity. Its measure of binding 
force on the conscience will be in 
proportion to the Divine nature in 
Him, Its promise and power of 
drawing together into one, man, 
the transgressor, and God, the 
Holy Lawgiver, will find their 
measure and their type in the 
union of the Divine and the hu- 
man in His own Person.” 

It requires the God-man_ to 
bring the Holy Lawgiver and the 
transgressor together. The born 
Saviour is both God and man. Dr. 
Gaebelein tells about a very old 
Latin inscription which was found 
years ago in Asia Minor. It bears 
testimony to first century faith in 
the Person of Christ. The inscrip- 
tion presents the Eternal Word as 
though speaking for Himself as 
incarnate, the Word made flesh, 
and declares, “I am what I was— 
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A.D. 1 


“No room! 
No room! 
The inn is full, 
Yea, overfull. 
No room have we 
For such as Ye— 
Poor folk of Galilee— 


Pass on! Pass onl” 


“Nay then!— 

Your charity 

Will ne'er deny 

Some corner mean, 

W here she may lie unseen. 
For see!— 

Her time is nigh.” 


“Alack! And she 

So young and fair! 

Place have we none; | 

And yet—how bid ye gone? 
Stay then! Out there 
Among the beasts 

Ye may find room, 

And eke a truss 


To lie upon.” 


A.D. 1958 


“No room! 
No room! 

No room for Thee, 

Thou Man of Galilee! 

The house is full 

Yea, overfull. 

There is no room for Thee,— 
Pass on! Pass on!” 


“Nay—see! 

The place ts packed. 

We scarce have room 
For our own selves, 

So how shall we 

Find room for Thee, 
Thou Man of Galilee,— 


Pass on! Pass on! 


“But—if Thou shouldst 

This way again, 

And we can find 

So much as one small corner 

Free from guest. 

Not then in vain 

Thy quest, 

But now 

The house is full. 
Pass on!” 


—John Oxenham 


i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i a 


You may need to fight with 
all your might, but keep 
sweet. You ought to love 
everybody, but you don’t have 
to trust everybody. God didn’t 
tell you to do that. 


—Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. 
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God. I was not what I am—Man. 
I am now called both—God and 
Man.” 

He is rightly called both God 
and Man; better still, the God- 
man. As God, He cannot be more 
elevated and divine; as Man, He 
could not be more human and 
lowly. He is, therefore, able to 
reach the lowest and carry them 
to the highest. Our friend, F. J. 
Huegel, tells of an experience 
which he had in the Federal 
Prison in Mexico City, a lesson 
which brings all this home with 
never-to-be-forgotten force. 


“One of the prisoners, with 
whom I had become quite inti- 
mate through the testimony of 
the Gospel, called me aside be- 
fore the preaching service. He 
was just a lad of twenty with 
the face of a child. I was told 
later that he had been dragged 
down into the foulest vice of 
prison life, We went off into a 
far corner of the prison theatre 
where we could Kneel and pray. 
The lad sobbed out his prayer. 
As we arose he tore back his 
tattered, two-piece garment to 
show me the condition of his 
body. He was being consumed 
by vermin. I had had my arm 
about the boy, but the revulsion 
which for a moment I felt, it 
seemed, would hurl me from his 
presence and out of the prison. 
But in that instant I had a vis- 
ion of Bethlehem’s manger and 
all revulsion left me. 

“Ah, the Saviour felt no re- 
vulsion as in the midst of that 
vermin-infected old stable He 
took the form of a Man and 
gathered into His arms ulcerous 
humanity. Calvary’s Cross must 
be anteceded by Bethlehem’s 
Manger. No holding smelly, dirty 
folk at arm’s length here, No 


telling folk of a willingness to’ (aq 
help if only they did not get too [g 


close, here.” 


Christ brings right down to the 
depths of human need the love of 
God in all its fullness. No sinner, 
however low he has sunk, is be- 
yond the power of the Saviour to 
help, for “His Blood can make 
the foulest clean,’”’ and He saves 
“to the uttermost” all who come 
unto God by Him. The Babe of 
Bethlehem’s manger is no longer 


here on earth to reveal that love: 


and power in His own Person, but 
He dwells in all who believe on 
Him. Let us who know Him show 
forth to men around us that love 
of God without limit, which em- 
braces all men, however low. 


‘Frem the hook, ABANDONED TO 
CHRIST, by L. E, Maxwell. Published by 
Wm. 8B. Eerdmans Publising Company, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, Used by the kind 
permission of the publishers.) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


Kids Korner 


(Continued from page 1) 


for Pat had brought her to the 
orphanage just six days before 
Christmas. But on _ Christmas 
morning a rag doll was tucked in 
bed beside her. How she loved the 


soft, cuddly doll. 
alone after the doll came to share 
her little cot. The second Christ- 
mas she had helped make the 


She never feit 


Christmas decorations, and had 
recited a Christmas piece at the 
program. Now it was near the 
third Christmas and Miss Soong, 
one of the Chinese teachers, had 
said that Christmas was a time 
for giving gifts, because God had 
given His best gift, His own Son, 
the Lord Jesus, on that first 
Christmas Day long ago. 

A big idea laid hold of Su Ling. 
She wanted to give gifts this year, 
rather than to be the one to re- 
ceive them. At first she thought 
she might be able to get some 
presents for the kind teachers 
who had done so much for her. 
Then she thought she would like 
to include the new girl, who was 
so scared, the one who sat off by 
herself and wouldn’t enter into the 
games with the children. She 
thought it would be nice, too, to 
have something for old Chang, 
the gatekeeper. 

Then Su Ling got a big, bold 
thought. She thought how won- 
derful it would be to give every 
girl and boy and every teacher in 
the orphanage a Christmas pres- 
ent. Now remember, Su Ling was 
a little orphan girl, with only two 
dresses, a doll, a few colored rib- 
bons, a string of beads and a New 
Testament. That is all she owned 
in the world beside five or six 
picture cards. And she had no way 
of earning any money. 

Imagine getting an idea to give 
Christmas gifts to all the children 
in the orphanage! Did you ever 
hear of the like? 

She had thought about 
Christmas presents before 
American traveler came to talk 
to them, but it was he who 
showed her how to get her pres- 
ents. He spoke in English, but 
Miss Soong told them in Chinese 
what he was saying. The Ameri- 
can traveler told of many wonder- 
ful things God had done for him 
in answer to prayer. Su Ling sat 
and listened to every word. She 
heard how in answer to prayer 
money had been given to him for 
his trip; how he had lost his suit- 
cases and trunks when a Chinese 
junk had sunk in the Yangtze 
River, but God, in answer to pray- 
er, had supplied him with every- 
thing he needed, and even with 
some extra things. “God is your 
Father. If you want anything, just 
ask Him, believing He can do it, 
and He will.” That's what the 
American traveler said, and Su 
Ling believed him. 

“God can do anything, can’t 
He, Miss Soong?” asked Su Ling 
one day, as they worked together 
sewing clothes for the younger 
children. 

“Indeed He can,” said Miss 
Soong in a very positive tone. 

“Could He do something for a 
girl like me, if I wasn’t selfish and 
wanted the something for other 
people?” asked Su Ling. 

“I’m sure He could,” said Miss 
Soong, as her fingers fairly flew. 
She was thinking about the num- 
ber of shirts they needed for ev- 
ery boy in the mission to have 
a new one for Christmas. 

“T’ve asked Him for some pres- 
ents for Christmas,” said Su Ling. 

“That’s nice,” said Miss Soong. 
“I’m sure you'll get something 
nice.’ She wasn’t paying very 
close attention. 

“T’ve asked Him for 288 pres- 
ents,” continued Su Ling. 

“What?” Miss Soong almost 
dropped the shirt she was stitch- 
ing. “Two hundred and eighty- 
eight presents? What would you 
do with that many presents, Su 
Ling? That’s kind of selfish, isn’t 
sr?" 

“Oh, but I told you, they are 


the 
the 


not for me, You see the first 
Christmas I was here I got all 
the rice I wanted and some sweets 
and a rag doll. And last Christmas 
{ got a new dress, some candy and 
a nice book. I don’t want to be 
getting and getting and never giv- 
ing. The man from America got 
lots of things by just asking God, 
so I decided that this Christmas 
I'm going to ask God to give me 
288 presents for all the children in 
the orphanage and for the teach- 
ers and for old Chang.” - 


“O Su Ling, that’s asking God 
for a lot,” exclaimed Miss Soong. 

“But God can do it, can’t He?” 
insisted Su Ling. 


“Yes, but—but—” Miss Soong 
didn’t know what to say. She’d 
have to talk to Miss Fraser. 

Su Ling was in the sewing room 
the next day when Miss Fraser 
came in and sat down beside her. 

“Su Ling, Miss Soong was tell- 
ng me—” but she got no further, 
for Su Ling looked up: with her 
eves dancing. “Isn’t it wonderful, 
Miss Fraser, that God can give me 
presents for the children? He 
owns. everything in the world, and 
the American said, ‘Whatsoever 
ve ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shall receive.’ ”’ 

Miss Fraser, seeing Su Ling’s 
simple faith in God her Father, 
tidn’t say what she had come to 
say. 

‘The missionaries prayed much 
“bout Su Ling that Christmas. 
Some prayed, “O God, don’t let her 
be too disappointed if the gifts 
do not come.” One prayed, ‘“O 
God, we know that Thou _ hast 
promised to supply our need, and 
we believe that Thou canst give 
these extra things to Su Ling, but 
we do not know -how. Work it 
out, O God, for we are baffled. 
There is nothing we can do.” 

The faith of the missionaries got 
weaker and weaker as Christmas 
drew near. But not Su _ Ling’s 
faith. The closer Christmas came, 
the more certain she was that 
God was going to answer her 
prayer. She never thought it was 
impossible at all. She was His 
child. He was her Father. Every- 
thing in the 


One who owned billions of stars 
and the sun and the moon and the 
mountains? Su Ling sang 
lark. Wouldn’t 
them a present at the Christmas 
party that followed the Christmas 
program? Of course it was a big 
secret. Not one -of the children 
knew about it. 

Christmas came nearer and 
nearer, and the children were 
bursting with excitement. Every 
boy was to have a new shirt; ev- 
ery girl. was to have a new dress. 
There would be extra sweets and 
perhaps a toy for each of the 
younger children. Excitement ran 
high. 

The only place where a bit of 
gloom crept in was in the room 
where the missionaries and the 
Chinese helpers met for prayer 
and to decide things concerning 
the work. They all felt bad be- 
cause they had not figured out a 
way to help God answer Su Ling’s 
prayer. They were afraid her heart 
would be broken on Christmas 
Day when her prayer was not an- 
swered. 

The last boat from the United 
States before Christmas had come 
in with some boxes for the or- 
phanage. One box, about eighteen 
or twenty inches long, wrapped in 
pretty Christmas paper, was for 
Su Ling. The True Blue Class 
had promised to send her a doll. 
“I’m sure it’s a beautiful doll,” 
said Miss Fraser, ‘‘the girls in 
that class send such lovely things. 
But I’m afraid a doll won't give 
her much pleasure when she’s ex- 
necting 288 presents.” 

It was a sad group of mission- 
aries and helpers who took their 
places among the children the 
dav of the Christmas service, | 

The program was lovely, the 
nicest one that had ever been 
viven. One of the teachers had 
made a background picture of the 
angels announcing the birth of the 
Lord Jesus to the shepherds on 
the hillside. The smaller children 
had their parts first. They were 
darling as they sang their little 
song about Baby Jesus lying in 
a manger. Then the Primary chil- 
dren marched to the platform, 
carrying stars and bells .and other 
Christmas symbols. Each one told 
in rhyme why we have these 
things at Christmas. The Junior 
children acted out the Christmas 
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story, and they did it very well. 
One of the Chinese teachers ex- 
plained what Christmas. should 
really mean to us. He told why 
the Lord Jesus had left heaven 
and come to earth as a little 
Baby. He told how He died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again 
from among the dead. Several of 
the children accepted the Lord 
Jesus as Saviour. 


The time for giving out the 
gifts had come. Miss Fraser hand- 
ed each child a present as he 
marched past the Christmas tree. 
Miss Soong gave each one a piece 
of candy. Dark eyes sparkled and 
white teeth flashed big smiles. 
There were tears in Miss Fraser’s 
eyes as she handed the box from 
the True Blue Class to Su Ling. 
‘“Here’s a pretty doll for you, Su 
Ling, from the True Blue Class 
in America.” Su Ling thanked 
her, but glanced inquiringly at 
the few packages still under the 
tree. There was no doubt in her 
heart but that the gifts she had 
prayed for must be there. 

Two big tears rolled down Miss 
Fraser’s cheeks and fell kerplunk 
on the book she handed to the 
child in line after Su Ling. She 
decided they would have to teach 
the children not to pray for un- 
necessary things. They must real- 
ize that one had to be practical 
in what he asked God for. She 
didn’t know how they’d do it, but 
they must never let this happen 
again. 

Su Ling took her seat and 
looked at the pretty tag on her 
box. She broke the red ribbon 
very carefully, rolled it up and 
put it in her pocket.-She took the 
pretty Christmas paper off the 
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world belonged to| | 
Him. What were 288 presents to | 


and | 
laughed and was as happy as a| 
the children be'| 
surprised when she gave each of | 


package and folded it up, putting 
it in her pocket with the ribbon. 
Then she looked inside the box. 
“Oh, how pretty!” she thought. 
Bowing her head for a moment 


she said, ‘Dear Father, I thank 
You. I didn’t know what to ask 
You for that the children and the 
big people would like, I would 
never have thought of this gift, 
but You knew just what to send. 
Thank You, Father. Amen.” 

Su Ling quietly left her chair 
and went up to Miss Fraser and 
said, ‘‘Miss Fraser, may I give out 
my gifts now?” 

“Your gifts? What’do you mean, 
Su Ling? Wasn’t there a doll in 
the box I gave you?” asked the 
astonished missionary. 

“No, Miss Fraser. I don’t need 
a doll; I have one. But look at all 
the pretty combs. I’m sure there 
are enough for all the children 
and the teachers and old Chang.” 
Miss Fraser looked through her 
tears and saw combs of all colors, 
red, yellow, green, blue, pink. 

Su Ling started at the front 
row and handed every one in 
the place a nice little pocket comb. 
How thrilled they were! When old 
Chang got his, he combed his hair 
right there with some extra fancy 
motions that made all the chil- 
dren laugh. 

All during the next year when 
the rice ran low and one might 
have become discouraged, some- 
one would say, “Remember the 
combs.” That would brighten up 
everyone, for they knew that a 
God who would do for Su Ling 
what He had done, would in an- 
swer to believing prayer send rice 
for His children. 

It wasn’t until the next year 
when Miss Fraser went home on 
furlough that she found out what 
had happened. The True Blue 
Class had packed boxes for both 
Canton and Shanghai. One box 
contained a doll and the other 
box combs. Someone made a mis- 
take and put the wrong cards 
and labels on the packages. But 


God made no mistake when He 
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Questions on 
Prayer 


(Continued from page 1) 


the Moody Bible Institute in Chi- 
cago, word was received by tele- 
gram that $5,000 had been given 
for the work by a man who was 
remote from the place where the 
prayer was made by about 1,000 
miles, and of whose very existence 
I did not know, who had never 
given a penny to the Moody Bible 
Institute before and has never giv- 
en a penny since. I could multiply 
instances of this sort. 

Now it may be said this is 
merely coincidence, but the ‘co- 
incidence” has occurred so often 
and there has been such an evi- 
dent connection between prayer 
(the cause) and the answer (the 
effect), that to say it is coinci- 
dence is to be unscientific. 

The history of George Mueller’s 
Orphan Homes at Bristol, Eng- 
land, where about 2,000 children 
have been housed and clothed and 
fed in answer to prayer through a 
long period of years, where no 
money has ever been solicited, 
no debt ever incurred, and no 
meal “ever failed though often- 
times it seemed as if it might fail 
up to the very last moment, is to 
a fair-minded investigator of facts 
clear proof that God answers 
prayer. For any one to study the 
facts in connection with George 
Mueller’s Orphan Homes and still 
doubt that God answers prayer 
is for that person not only to be 
wilfully obstinate in his unbelief 
but thoroughly unscientific in his 
treatment of demonstrated facts. 


Is not praying asking God 
a change a law of nature 
Ww ao He established? 


is not. Even an earthly fa- 
Minot can answer the prayers of his 


‘children without changing the 
‘laws of nature. Certainly then 
‘the heavenly Father, who made 
‘the laws, can answer prayer. God 
@\is not. the servant of His own 
laws; His own laws are His ser- 


vants. If it Were necessary to 
change them in order to answer 
prayer He could do that, but it is 
not necessary. For a long time 
I lived by prayer, everything I 
had came in answer to prayer. I 


know God answered my prayers, 
but I have no reason for sup- 
posing that He changed _ one 


single law of nature to do it. The 
laws of nature are not something 
that govern God, they are simply 
God’s fixed way of acting, fixed 
by His own free choice. 


Why should we tell God our 
needs when He knows them 
beforehand? 


Because He has told us to do so 
(Philippians 4:6), and because in 
this way we are taught what we 
most need to know—our absolute 
dependence upon God. There-are 
many things that even an earthly 
father would give his children if 
they asked for them, which he 
would not give them if they did 
not ask for them. It is for the 
good of the children that they 
be required to ask. I for one am 
very glad that there are some 
things that God has withheld from 
me until I ask for them. 


To whom may I properly ad- 


same epistle shows the Lord who 
is meant is the Lord Jesus. In I 
Corinthians 1:2 Christians are de- 
scribed as those that ‘call upon 
the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” In Romans 10:12, 13 we 
are told that the same Lord over 
all is rich unto all that “call upon 
Him,” and in v. 9 we are told that 
the Lord of whom Paul is speak- 
ing is the Lord Jesus. 

There is only one recorded 
prayer in the Bible that is ad- 
dressed tothe Holy Spirit (Ezek- 
iel 37:9), but the communion of 
the Holy Spirit is spoken of (II 
Corinthians 13:14). Furthermore, 
Jesus taught that after His depar- 
ture another Comforter would 
come to take His place, and that 
this other Comforter is the Holy 
Spirit (John 14:16, 17; 15:26). 
We are dependent upon the Holy 
Spirit for everything, so must look 
to Him, which implies prayer. 
Yet it is the Father and the Son 
who give the Holy Spirit (John 
15:26; Acts 2:33), and it would 
seem that if we wish Him, instead 
of praying directly to Him we 
should pray to the Father or Son 
for Him. 


Why are not all our prayers 
answered? 

For various reasons. Some of 
our prayers are not answered be- 
cause We ourselves are not right 
with God and in a position where 
God can wisely answer prayer. 

Some of-them are not answered 
because they are not offered in 
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authoritative, clear-cut picture of the -Ro- 
man church, Many ques stio ns of the history 
and practices of the “seca church are 
clearly revealed te to: 


THE CONVERT 


Dept. SW., P. O. Box 96, Clairton, Penna. 


PRINTS 5S Colors At One Time 


8h, oe THE SPEEDLINER prints without 
ink in from t to 5S eolars at one 
& TAX time. Takes fram post card to 8'/, 
x 14 sizes. Prints on most any kind 
of paper and turns out 40 to 60 copies per 
minute. You can print 300 to 400 copies from 
one master. This machine is precision built— 
sturdy—easy to handle or store—gives many years 
of perfect service and is fully guaranteed. It is 
clean and so easy to use—even a child can oper- 
ate one. The Speedliner offers you greatest econo- 
my and is the finest ltow-cost spirit duplicator 
you can buy. Hundreds are used by churches for 
441 church duplicating needs. Write for free In- 
formation today. 
SPEEDLINER COMPANY 
Dept. S5. 4404 Ravenswood, Chicago 40,. Hil. 
In Canada—L. W. Martin Ltd., 


1270 Eglinton Ave. W., Toronto, Ont., Canada 


dress prayer, — to God the; 


Father only? 
Is it right to pray to Jesus 
Christ and to the Holy Spirit? 


The normal order of prayer is 
to the Father, through the Son, 
in the Spirit (Ephesians 2:18). It 
is through Christ that we come 
unto God (Hebrews 7:25). God 
the Father is the ultimate person 
in prayer. 

But there is abundant warrant 
in the Scriptures for praying unto 
Jesus Christ. In Acts 7:59, R. V.., 
when Stephen was filled with the 
Spirit we find him calling upon 
the Lord Jesus. In II Corinthians 
12:8, 9 Paul tells us that he be- 
sought the Lord thrice for a cer- 
tain thing, and the context shows 
that the Lord he besought was 
Christ. In II Timothy 2:22 Chris- 
tians are spoken of as “them that 
call on the Lord,” and 4:8 of the 


saw to it that the combs reached 
Su Ling in Shanghai. 


(From the book, THE LITTLEST 
CHRISTMAS TREE AND OTHER CHRIST- 
MAS STORIES by Aunt Theresa, Mocdy 
Press. Moody. Bible Institute, Chicago 10, 
Illinois, 50c. Used by permission.) 


ALAN REDPATH 


writes on the Book of Nehemiah 
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In Nehemiah’s classic example of 
personal service to God, Dr. Red- 
path finds the principles of Chris- 
tian service. This new book by the 
pastor of the Moody Church in 
Chicago is for all Christians who 
seek to serve the Lord through the 
church or in their daily lives. $3.00 


Also by Alan Redpath: 
VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIVING, $3.00 
VICTORIOUS PRAYING, $2.00 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, December 12, 195% 


the name of 


in 


upon God and not in dependence 
upon our own. We have no claims 
upon God. If we approach Him on} to search me by His Spirit and 
own merit we; His Word. If He. brought 


th 


e ground of:our 


Questions 
Prayer 


(Continued from page 5) 


Jesus Christ, that is, 


not because ye ask not. Y 


amiss.” 


; A wn } a 
dependence upon His claims | 784 think it was yoursel 


will get nothing. 


Some of our prayers 
answered because they 
wise, 


John 5:14, 15). | have learned that God does not 
Some of our prayers are not! always give us the best things 
answered because we do not per-| the first time we ask for them 


feo alone with God and as! 


James says (4:2, 3): “Ye have 
e ask, 
and receive not. because ye ask 


If the Lord did not answer 
your prayers, what would you 
think was the matter? Would 


rt 


Most assuredly I would. I would 
< Him 


any- 
thing to light that was displeas- 
are not' ing to Him I would conf 
are notias a sin and put it away. 
and therefore are not in ac- 
cordance with the will of God (I 


ess it 
If He 
did not bring anything to light I 
would go right along praying, for 


ence by keeping us waiting. The 
longer I live the more I feel that 
the teaching of Luke 18:1 (“Men 
ought always to pray, and not 
to faint’) is of the highest im- 
portance, and should sink deeply 
into. our hearts. 

There was a time when God did 
not answer my prayers. I was liv- 
ing by faith. Everything I got 
came in answer to prayer, but the 
supplies stopped. I cried to God 
but got no answer. Then I looked 
up to God and asked. Him to 
search my heart and bring to light 
anything in my life that dis- 
pleased Him. He brought to light 
something that had often trou- 
bled me before, but which I would 
not admit was sin, That night I 
said: “O God, if this is wrong I 


: ,| Will give it up’; but I got no an- 
sist in prayer (Luke 11:5-10; 18:| but that He tries and develops 


swer. In the bottom of my heart 


) 


1-8). |our faith and teaches us persist-| I knew it Was wrong all the time. 
Paul Before Festus and Agrippa Free f 
e 
Acts 25 and 26 > a 
CLEWS ACROSS | CLEWS DOWN ihe a ae eng for 
_ . Cee ee bbeastns ae ae : , zzie N ) a 
1 “The hich... and the chief of | 1 “which they could not ’ uzzie Number 50 
the Jews informed him against! 2 “The king... up, and the gov- 
Paul.” | ernor, and Bernice.’ 
6 “There is:a certain... left in| 3 Plural ending cf some nouns 
bonds by Felix.” | 4 “Jews which came down from 
9 Person of distinguished valor, | Jerusalem... round about.’ 
hn i 5 “Thou } | pNer] l T T4 l I if 
11 Halt for thyself 
13 Count bbr.) Bey ate Gs es with n ind thi 
14 “Al— thou persuadest me to be} man.” 
Christian.” | 8 “Found that he had nitt 
15° “Aft ‘most straitest... of thy of death 
our n I lived a Pharisee ) A n Mis 1a r, 
8 ite Gs that he ought not to r | 
' —) tery > + ! ' ; hy ; 
tee ongel |} 12 Postscript (abbr.) Jonathan Edwards 
18 Not high ' lo A son of Benjamin (Gen, 46) 
19 Exclamation of interrogation,|1(-.. . them therefore, said he This is perhaps the most noted 
ote ep |. When among you are able, 6°) sermon ever preached, save those 
20 Bet re ; . GOWN, co as ee __, | found recorded on the pages of the 
21 ‘‘Much learning doth make thee | is “Answer for himself concerning | Word of God. Delivered to a large 
ae — es pod A emeaces eee against nan : congregation assembled at FE infieid, 
22 Unles ee }2i “Laid. . Pig levous COM-} Connecticut, on Sunday evening, 
23 Lieutenant (abbr.) _ | ay plaints ORARISS * AM July 8, 1741, it had a most pro- 
24:-A CIty ol Be njamin, east of | 22 same as 3. » ACTOSS found effect upon its hearers. Al- 
Bethel (Gen. 12) 23 “Neither against the .. . of the though Edwards read the sermon 
ae ee bos hey mwa? 4 ; etiam: el ao ee : 
2) River in Italy a dads ee and during the discourse the lights 
26 Half an em 4 é 24 Same as 19 across : became dim, causing him to have 
2 | Felix left Paul ..+. (Acts 24) | 20 “At Festus commandment -++!real difficulty with his reading, 
30 “This man doeth nothing... of| | was brought forth. “the influence of the sermon was 
death or of bonds.” 27 “Sitting on the peeve seat] so great on the congregation that 
5) eT Ger OCe Yo 11? y ) ¢ 7 “i a . . ; Sine ‘ . ' 
oz “Caesar's Judgme nt seat, where __ CO mmanded Paul to be. strong men and women cried and 
I... to be judged 28 Old Testament (abbr.) screamed for merey, and even 
30 “Of whom I have . certain | 29 Exclamation, a— erabbed the seats for fear that 
thine to write.” 31 A city of Benjamin (I Chron. 8) they would slide into Hell that 
36 Act of selling 32 On-account (abbr.) very moment!” 
37 “I stand... Caesar’s judgment | 33 Obtain You will want a copy of. this 
seat. 34 Rap lightly classic sermon for your library, 
39. “Festus, when he had conferred | 36 Wika plums, s——-— — 
with the ..., answered.” 38 “They —ed between themselves, 
42 Pennsylvania (abbr.) saying” 
43 “Unto Caesar shalt thou....” 39 “When Agrippa was... , and T ba a R UJ L i S 
) 
44 “To the Jews have I... no Bernice, with great pomp 


46 Poppy seed, 


49 
o0 


wrong. 


41 Fresh-water fish, ——e 


“And was —ed into the place| 45 Neodymium (abbr.) —d 


of hearing” 
“Might have been, 


if he had not appealed” 


Deadline: December 22, 1958 


47 “The next day sitting 


.. at liberty, judgment seat” 


48 Senior (abbr.) 


40 “If there be... of these things 
whereof these accuse me” 
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Please check one: Which Bible are you still working for? 


Scofi 


eld [] 


World ([] 


Mail to: Puzzle Editor, Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois 


PRINT CLEARLY 


City 


. Zone... State 


(Cut along dotted lines) 


1. Fill in the empty blanks ac- 
cording to the clews given. An- 
swers must be complete and cor- 
rect. 

2. PRINT (not write) your name 
and address in the blank below 
the puzzle, (Please include coun- 
try in foreign addresses.) This 
coupon will serve as your address 
label for the envelope containing 
your prize. Mail to: PUZZLE EDI- 
TOR, THe Sworp OF THE LorpD, 
Wheaton, Illinois. If you do not 
wish to cut up your copy of the 
paper, you may print (not more 
than three inches wide) on a sepa- 
rate sheet of paper your name and 
address, and the answers according 
to the clew numbers given. Entries 
will not be returned, 

3. In order for you to receive the 
book, Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God, your entry must be 
postmarked by midnight, Decem- 
ber 22, 1958. If your paper arrives 
after the deadline date, please 
place the date of arrival on the 
entry. The answer to Puzzle Num- 
ber 50 will appear in the January 
2 issue of THE SWORD OF THE LorD. 

4. Each person having a correct 
entry will receive a coupon along 
with the weekly prize. Save these 
coupons! They are important! At 
the end of the year those who have 
fifty coupons will receive a Sco- 
field Bible. Those who have as 
many as thirty coupons will re- 
ceive a World Bible. Please re- 
member that the coupons which 
you have are the only record of 
your correct entries. It will be 


your responsibility to keep the. 


coupons, In addition, note that 


coupons may not be exchanged 


with one another. The winning of 
a Bible is on an individual and 
not a group basis. Please limit all 
correspondence to only necessary 
items, and always include your 
complete address. 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised in 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD is investigated 


and approved. , 
You may buy with confidence! 
ORL ALR SS WE 


Then I. said: “O God, this is 
wrong, it is sin, I will give it up,” 
and the answer came. The fault 
was in me, not in God. There is 
nothing that God more delights 
to do than to answer prayer. 


How shall I pray so as to 
get what Lask for? 

First of all, you must be such 
a person as the Bible describes as 
the one whose prayers God an- 
swers, that is to say, a person 
who believes in the Lord Jesus 
Christ with a living faith and 
shows the reality of his faith by 
living a life of daily obedience to 
His. will (John 14:13-15; 15:7; I 
John 3:22). 

Second, you must pray to the 
Father, through the Son, in the 
Spirit (Ephesians 2:18). Much 
that is called prayer is not really 
prayer to God. There is no thought 
of God in the mind, no real ap- 
proach to God in the heart. It is 
only. on the ground of the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ that one can 
really approach God and be sure 
that his prayers are heard (He- 


brews 10:19, 20). It is only when 
we pray in the Holy Spirit, that 
is, under His guidance, that we 
pray. sO we may be sure that God 
will hear (Jude 20; Romans 8:26, 
“ait; 

Third, you must pray according 
to the will of God (I John 5:14, 
15). We may know the will of 
God by the study of the Word, 
which is given to us to reveal 
God’s will, and by the leading of 
the Spirit. Whenever you ask for 
anything that is promised in the 
Word of God you may know it is 
the will of God to give it, and He 
will give what you ask. 

Fourth, one must pray persist- 
ently (Luke 11:5-10; 18:1-8). 
Here is where many fail. They 
do not pray through. They pray 
for a thing once or twice, and 
then conclude it is not God’s will 
to give it. God demands of us that 
persistent faith that will not take 
no for an answer. Many a person 
prays and prays up to the very 
point of getting a thing, and then 
fails becaus¢ he does not pray 
through. 


Appointed to Die! 


(Continued from page 1) 


be reproved and does not heed, he 
shall DIE in his sins (Ezek. 18: 
18). 

In the preaching of Christ, 
death was never forgotten, “The 
beggar DIED, and was carried by 
the angels into Abraham’s bosom,”’ 
He said. “The rich man _ also 
DIED, and was buried: and in hell 
he lifted up his eyes being in tor- 
ments” (Luke 16:22, 23). He told 
of the death of the rich fool of 
whom God said, “Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required 
of thee’ (Luke 12:20). He re- 
minded of those eighteen upon 
whom the tower in Siloam fell 
and slew them, and of those Gali- 
leans whose blocd Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices; and 
then repeated twice these stern 
words: “Except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3, 
5). Jesus told the Pharisees, “If 
ye believe not that I am he, ye 
shall DIE in your sins” (John 8: 
24). Jesus warned more than once 
of Him who was able to cast both 
soul and body into Hell (Matt. 
10:28), and warned men to avoid 
at any cost that place “where 
their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:42- 
50). Christ spoke more often of 
Hell than any prophet or apostle 
of the Bible. 


How much the Bible makes of 
death! It tells of the death of the 
whole race in the flood. It tells 
how Pharaoh’s entire army was 
drowned in the Red Sea. It tells 
how the rebellious Israelites died 
in their sins in the wilderness; 
how in Sennacherib’s army 185,000 
were slain by the angel of the 
Lord in one night. It tells how 
Hered kilied the babies. It tells 
how in the future an army of two 
hundred million men will die in 
one day in the battle of Armaged- 
don, their blood making a river 
two hundred miles long and as 
deep as the bridles on the horses. 


The Bible could hardly mention 
any man in the Bible without re- 
minding us that he died. We are 
told of the death of Abraham, of 
Sarah, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. 
We are told of the death of Saul, 
of David, of Solomon, of the 
death. of John the Baptist, of 
Stephen, of James, The Bible on 
every page teaches that “It is 
appointed unto men once to DIE.” 


God warned Adam that in the 
day he sinned he should die. When 
sin entered the world, then death 
came in. So now God’s Word says, 
“Wherefore, as by one man sin 


Answer to Puzzle No, 4] 


entered into the world, and death 
by sin; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned” 
(Rom. 5:12). Death is passed up- 


on all men. “Fhe wages of sin 1S 
1, L..?? | al ~~ ‘ . ’ "9% . cY 
death ind so all us sinners 
1A T 1 -\] , +A A 4 \NWV NOMe A 
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We know that when. Christ 

; Batra 

comes into 7 air to rece riis 
‘¢ 7 _Ho 1; 7 e OMY 3 a. sc ry 1 ~7 a 
“) int 3 ri\ ny ¢ ivi ans will not 


die but will be chan; red, glorified, 
made perfect. The happy news is 
that ‘We shall not all sleep, but 
we shall ali be changed, in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed” (I Cor. 15:51, 
52). However, these are the ex- 
ceptions to the whole human race. 
All else are born to die and ap- 
pointed to die! 


If. All-Pervading Death 


The whole human race sits “in 
darkness and in the shadow of 
death” (Luke 1:79). By man’s sin 
death passed upon nature. Flow- 
ers bloom a few short hours and 
then die. The crops that men culti- 
vate grow only to die. The cattle 
on a thousand hills, and sheep and 
fowl] alike, feed and grow fat sim- 
ply that they may die for food. 
Death is all about. us. 

Our living, human bodies are 
already dying. We are told that 
the newborn baby has no germs 
in his body and is immune to colds 
and many diseases. But in a few 
days that immunity passes and 
disease and frailty begin. We be- 
gin to die as soon as We are born. 
Advancement into childhood, 
youth and adulthood and old age 
is increasingly marked in the body 
by the marks of death. Every liv- 
ing, human body is already begin- 
ning to die. The bones are grow- 
ing more brittle, less easily re- 
paired. Tonsils are becoming in- 
fected, or teeth are decaying, or 
eyes are becoming weaker. The 
hair begins to thin and grow gray. 
One has to be more careful about 
rest, about the selection of food, 
about violent exercise. All these 
are simply the evidences that death 
has hold of every human body. In 
one body unseen cancers or tu- 
mors are forming. In another, 
there is weakening of the muscles 
of the heart, or a stiffening of the 
arteries and an increase in blood 
pressure. In another, constipation 
or a failure of the kidneys or 
sinus infection may be the out- 
ward evidence of inward decay. 
But in every human body, death 
has already begun. Death has 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Appointed to Die! 


(Continued from page 6) 


passed upon all men and it is ap- 
pointed unto men to die! 

There are those who foolishly 
say that they live above sin, but 
their bodies loudly deny it. 

Once when a man told me he did 
not believe he had committed a 
sin for years, I answered him 
thus: “Why then do you need to 
wear glasses? Why is your hair 
turning gray?” Do you _ believe 
Adam in the Garden of Eden had 
gray hair or was bald-headed? Do 
you believe his teeth decayed be- 


fore he sinned? Do you believe he | 
needed glasses in his perfect holi- | 
ness and innocence in the Garden | 
of Eden? The answer is obvious. | 
| went to the hospital for an opera- 


All-pervading death, already evi- 
dent in our bodies, proves that we 
have not yet passed from 


on all, for that all 
and it is appointed unto men to 
die. 

Some ‘divine healers” say that 
it is God’s will that every Chris- 
tian should have perfect 
and that always it is God's w 


ro 


heal every sickness. The: 


ill to 


bore 


His 


that Christ 
and with 


our 
stripes we 
has a right to claim and have per- 
fect, abounding, faultiess health; 
and if we do not have it, it is our 


a 
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Sword in Periusuese 
Subscribe for Portuguese and Bra- 
zilian pastors, students, prisoners, 
etc. 11 subs. for $5.00. 


Send 
Westview 


to Rev. $il 


Manuel S. Matthews, 
St., 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


NOUCA 
MESSIANIC FELLOWSHIP 

Founded in 1887 by W. E. Blackstone 
Work amongst Jews in Chicago, Milwau- 
kee, Indianapolis, Tampa, Miami, Jeru- 
salem, Haifa, and by Itinerants in many 
other cities. 

Daily Evening Broadcast (60 minutes) 
to State of Israel from Tangier, No. Africa. 
Send for sample A.M.F, Monthly and 
Tracts for Jews. 

Milton B. Lindberg Archie A. MacKinney 

Genera! Director Superintendent ; 
7448 N. Damen Avenue, Chicago 45, Illinois 


the | 
curse of sin. Death has passed up- | 
have sinned, | 


health, | 


y say that | 
healing is in the atonement, and | 
sicknesses | 
are i 
healed; therefore, every Christian | 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


Rates 25c per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state in word 
count. Cash to accompany order. No billing 
on classified ads, please, except for custo- 
mers who already have accounts. Copy is 


due three weeks in advance of publication | 


date. 


TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY 


Evangelical (Fundamental). Dr. T.. } 
Shields founder, established 1927. Four, 
three, and two year degree and diploma 


courses. Free Tuition. For illustrated Pros- 
pectus write: Registrar, 337 Jarvis Street, 
Toronto, Canada. 


THE GOSPEL WITNESS AND 
PROTESTANT ADVOCATE 
Beginning its 37th year of weekly publica- 
tion for the propagation of the Evangelical 
principles of the Protestant Reformgtion 
and in defense of the faith once delivered 
to the saints—$3.00 per year. Send for 
EREE sample copies—130 Gerrard Street 

East, Toronto, Canada. 


RECORDS 
“CHRISTIAN FAITH’ RECORDINGS” — 
Revival Hour, Haven of Rest, Rudy At- 
wood, Bill Carle, Ralph Carmichael, many 
ne Catalog free. Box 667-B, Reseda, 
alif. 


SPECIAL SERMONS 
Complete, conservative, concise. Mimeo- 
graphed—four for $1.00, (Printed, slightly 
higher.) National Sermon Supply, 104 N. 
Dalrymple, Albion, Michigan. 


OPPORTUNITY 
For 200 Christian workers to receive wealth 
of health, free auto, free training, good 
income, while telling everyone benefits of 
Natural Food Supplementation. Write: 
Spiceland, Chicago 8, Illinois. 


ELECTRIC PORTABLE ORGAN 
The last word. Just plug in and play, 
Fold up and take it with you. Anyone 
can use. 49 notes. Just $149.50 with order. 
Fully guaranteed, PIANO ,PLAZA, 4555 
Hills & Dales, Canton, Ohio. 


SERMON QUARTERLY 
Great sermons by great preachers of all 
ages. Christmas, New Year outlines, 112 
pages. SAMPLE COPY $1.00 cash, Ward 
Chaiidler, Box 663, Dallas, Texas. 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 
A_price, binding and style to meet every 
cor Workmanship guaranteed. Write for 
literature: Norris Bookbinding Company, 
Stone Avenue, Greenwood, Mississippi, 
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own fault. Yet those who claim 
they have perfect health are self- 
deluded. They die like other peo- 
ple, and often die before the three 
score and ten. The beloved Dr. A. 
B. Simpson, who so preached and 
taught perfect healing for all, 
could not stay well. A good man 
said that for two years before 
his death he was under a terrible 
cloud of disease and distress. I 
know a prominent “divine healer” 
whose wife, leading the singing for 
his meetings, always wears glass- 
es, Death has begun in her body. 
I know a prominent and_ good 
man who teaches that perfect di- 
vine healing is for all, and yet he 


tion and a long convalescence. 


I know that God often heals 
the sick in answer to prayer, and 
bless His name, He invites us to 
call upon Him in the day of trou- 
ble and promises deliverance (Psa. 
91:15). He kindly says, “Is any 
afflicted, let him pray.” He prom- 
ises that “The prayer of 
Shall save the sick” (James 5: 
15). Yet God does not always give 


faith for healing. Nor as far as'|§ 


we know, did He heal Timothy’s 
weak stomach and his often in- 
firmities (I Tim. 5:23). The rea- 
son that no living human being 
has perfect health, cannot have 
until Jesus comes and our vile 
bodies are made like unto His 
glorious body, is that -it is ap- 
pointed unto men to die. Death, 
all-pervasive death, inescapable 
death, is passed upon all men, 
and men begin to die as soon as 
they are born. 


Reminders of death are every- 
where. How many cemeteries 
there are, those silent cities of 
the dead on every highway and 
almost every country lane! In 
Mississippi three of us drove down 
the highway, and my companions 
played a game. Each counted the 
horses and cattle, one on one side 
and the other on the other side of 
the road, to see which could count 
a hundred first. But part of the 
game was that if we passed a 
cemetery, the one counting the 
livestock on that side of the road 
must begin again. And to my 
amazement, time after time when 
they had counted fifteen or thirty- 
five or seventy-eight horses, cows 
and mules in that farming coun- 
try, they were forced to begin 
counting all over because we 
passed a cemetery! Cemeteries, 
those silent reminders that men 
must die! 

Recently I preached a funeral 
sermon and before I reached the 
funeral home where lay the body 
we were to bury, I passed three 
other mortuaries. 

Most florists furnish more flow- 
ers for the dead than for the liv- 
ing. Life insurance salesmen seem 
cheerful enough, and yet the only 
way they sell their insurance is 
by proving that men must die 
and that one is apt to die sudden- 
ly, unexpectedly, unprepared. 
Death is in the newspapers, on ev- 
ery page; violence, murder, sui- 
cide, accident or disease. How 
blind men are that they are un- 
concerned in the _ presence of 
death! In some areas white cross- 
es are erected on the roadside 
where an automobile accident 
caused a death. How often we 
would see them if all such death 


faith | 


livered to your door! It is as like- 
ly to be the young as the old. 
You who think you are in: perfect 
health may go before others who 
are aged and frail. But I warn 
you that death is everywhere, an 
all-pervading, inescapable and grim 
monster. It is appointed unto men 
to die! 


Many a preacher has been heck- 
led and intimidated by the 
worldly-minded, or modernists or 
sinners who do not like to hear 
about death. They are not ready 
to die, and so they do not like 
to be reminded of death. They 
say, ‘“‘Why doesn’t he preach the 
gospel instead of telling so many 
deathbed tales?” But they forget 
that the Bible itself is full of the 
theme of death; men do die, men 
must die. The most ghastly death- 
bed tale ever heard or read is 


that which Jesus Himself gave of | 


the rich man who died and in Hell 
lifted up his eyes tormented in 
flames, begging for a drop of 
water to cool his tongue, If you 
do not like deathbed tales, then 
naturally you do not like the Bi- 


ble. If you do not like that kind | 
of preaching, then you do not like | 


sible preaching and you would | 
inot like the preaching of Jesus | 
| Christ Himself. All you uncon- | 


verted sinners who resent “‘death- | 
bed tales’ will one of these days | 
have your own private and per-| 
sonal deathbed tale, whether you |! 
| like it or not! 


You say, “You can’t scare me.” 


Maybe I cannot. Perhaps you do! 
not have enough common sense to | 
be afraid. Intelligent people must | 
be afraid of some things. I’ am | 
afraid of fire—I do not want my | 
up in the night | 
because of my carelessness. I am | 


family to burn 


afraid of liquor—I have seen it 
ruin and damn its thousands, Jo- 
seph was afraid of Potiphar’s 
wife, and ran leaving his garment 
in her clutches. You ought to be 
afraid of God, ought to be afraid 
of sin, and certainly if you are 


unconverted you ought to be 
afraid of death, and Hell and 
judgment. But afraid or not 


afraid, you are dying now, and if 
you do not accept Christ as Sav- 
iour, a horrible death, followed by 
eternal damnation, is certain to 
be your doom. It is appointed un- 
to men to die! 


IiI..What Happens at Death? 


First, what happens to _ the 
Christian at death? Well, the an- 
gels carried Lazarus into Abra- 
ham’s bosom when he died. To 
the thief on the cross Jesus said, 
“Today shalt thou be with me in 
paradise” (Luke 23:43). Death for 
the Christian, the born-again one 
who has trusted in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, certainly means 
Heaven and conscious, eternal 
happiness; and that at once. Déath 
does not hold terror and ruin for 
anyone who has been born again 
by trusting Christ for mercy and 
forgiveness and a changed heart. 
But there are two things Chris- 
tians must face at death, about 
which not enough is said. One 
of these is that even a child of 
God must stand before Christ and 
have his works judged. Paul says, 
“For we shall all stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ” 
(Rom. 14:10). He does not mean 
that the soul of a Christian will 
ever be in jeopardy. That judg- 
ment will not concern salvation or 
damnation, but it will be for re- 
wards’ (I Cor. 3:8). Paul tells us 


spots were marked, with 35.000+-DY divine inspiration that at that 


or 40,000 deaths each year in 
America by automobile accidents, 
many thousands of murders, 
25,000 suicides, besides the deaths 
from all “natural causes.” 

The architect who was prepar- 
ing plans for our church building 
in Dallas told me as we discussed 
stairways, “One rule we archi- 
tects always try to remember is 
that every stairway and “every 
bedroom door must be large 
enough to admit a coffin!” 

Suppose 10,000 people read this 
solemn warning that it is appoint- 
ed unto men to die (as printed in 
THE SWORD OF THE LoRD). These 
10,000 people will all, with per- 
haps two or’ three exceptions, be 
dead in sixty years. Really, the 
average length of life is less. In 
sixty years practically all will die, 
which proves that in one year 
166 of you will be dead and gone 
to meet God. That means that 
three of you must die every week 
for the next sixty years. Of you 
who read this paper, then, ac- 
cording to the law of averages, 
three will already be dead when 
the next issue of this paper is de- 


day every man’s works will be 
tried. Some Christians will be 
“saved yet so as by fire,” while 
their works are burned up like 
wood, hay and stubble (I Cor. 
3:12-15). They are saved; they 
keep out of Hell; they will go to 
Heaven; but how can they reign 
with Christ? The works of others, 
when tried in that great day at 
the judgment seat of Christ, will 
shine forth as gold and silver and 
precious stones. Some will receive 
great rewards because they have 
treasures laid up in Heaven. To 
them Jesus will say, “Thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, 
I will make thee ruler over many 
things” (Matt. 25:21), or, “Have 
thou authority over ten cities,” 
or, “Be thou also over five ci- 
ties’ (Luke 19:16-19). Some real- 
ly saved people will be greatly 
embarrassed to face Jesus Christ. 
We are warned, “Take heed to 
yourselves, lest .... 
come upon you unawares” (Luke 
21:34). We are also warned to be- 
ware lest we be “ashamed before 
him at his coming.” 


Death, then, will mean to many 


| Do 


that day 


a Christian the end of a wasted 
life. The Christian may leave 
houses and friends or a business 
or a lifetime spent for the com- 
mon things that satisfy the flesh: 
food, clothes, houses, jobs; all 
these things will pass away and) 
such Christians will come before | 


ner, there is only judgment and 
damnation. 

Abraham said to the rich- man 
in Hell, “Between us and you 
there is a great gulf fjxed: so 
that they which would pass from 
hence to you cannot; neither can 


| they pass to us, that would come 


Christ naked, ashamed, saved as | from thence” (Luke 16:26). 


; 


by fire, but without any rewards 
at the judgment seat of Christ. 
Christian, with that in view, are | 
you ready to die? Would you be} 
ready to die without having done | 
anything definite for Christ? 
Christians also must 
fact that the time of soul-winning | 
is done when death cuts off our 
days. I wil 
I will hold no more revivals. I will 
write no more tracts and publish 


Jesus comes or when 
ff my ministry, if that 
come before Christ comes. Are 
you ready to die, Christian? Are 


death cuts 


children unsaved? Are you ready 
to die with a husband or wife un- 
converted and with no-assurance 


that you will ever see them again | 


in the world to come? Are 
cle broken? 
has pui 
workers. 
for 
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you 


ye unless you win them. 

think you would be un- 
ashamed to go before Christ with 
empty hands? Are you ready to 
die and then search through Heav- 
en for loved ones who = never 
come? 

If there is anyone you ought to 
win, 1 warn you and plead with 
you,~ Win him today. Jesus. said, 
“IT must work the works of him 
that sent me, while it is day: the 
night cometh, when no man can 
work” (John 9:4). With = saints, 
as well as with sinners, I plead, 
prepare to die! Men are appointed 
to die! And unless Jesus comes 
quickly everyone who reads these 
words must die. It may be today; 
so if there is anything you “ought 
to do before death, I beg you 
to do it now. 

I say that for a Christian death 
means the judgment seat of Christ 
and the burning up of wasted lives 
and work, or it means blessed re- 
wards for all those who have tru- 
ly served Him and laid up treas- 


ures in Heaven. How sweet will 
be the meeting with souls we 
have won. How will they who 


have turned many to righteous- 
ness shine “as the stars forever 
and ever’ (Dan. 12:3). But death 
means the end of soul winning. 
All you win must be won this side 
of death. Today is the day to win 
sinners, to plead, to pray. 

But second, what happens to 
the sinner at death? That is soon 
answered by the Scripture: “The 
rich man also died, and was. bur- 
ied: and in hell he lift up his eyes, 
being in torments” (Luke 16:22, 
23). Immediate, literal, conscious 
torment in Hell follows death for 
the unconverted sinner, the one 
who did not trust in Christ for 
salvation. 


“It is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judg- 
ment,” says Hebrews 9:27. Judg- 
ment comes after death, not im- 
mediately at death, but afterward 
when Christ has taken away His 
saints and comes back and reigns 
a thousand years on the earth; 
then at the end of the thousand 
years while the earth is being 
purged by fire and made into a 
new earth, will come “the day 
of judgment and perdition of un- 
godly men” (II Peter 3:7). That 
judgment of all the unsaved dead 
is described in Revelation 20. It 
is a judgment when every knee 
shall bow and every tongue shall 
confess that Christ is Lord. God’s 
record books will be opened and 
all unsaved sinners will be called 
out of Hell for judgment before 
the great white throne and will 
be judged “according to their 
works.” Then all who come to 
this judgment will without excep- 
tion be cast into the lake of fire, 
a physical, literal Hell, where both 
soul and body will be tormented 
both day and night forever. After 
death comes judgment! 

Sinner, that means that after 
death there is no time to repent. 
After death there is no second 
chance. After death there is no 
repentance. After death there is 
no being born again, no being 
saved. After death comes only 
judgment and no mercy. This side 
of death there is mercy and grace. 
The other side of death, for a sin- 
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|sea, or will cast them all behind 
no more sermons to sinners when | 


should | 


you | 
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strangers | 
accountable. | 
ome of them doubtless will never | 


|i stead 


| Today Christ pleads for every 
‘sinner to accept mercy and for- 


giveness, Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be white as 
snow if you come to Him (Isa. 1: 
18). He is glad to forgive and for- 
get. God promises to those that 


‘trust Christ, ‘““‘Their sins and their 
; | iniquities 
lay down my Bible. | 


will I remember no 
more” (Heb. 8:12). God will bury 
sins in the depths of the 


His back. He will carry them away 
as far as the east is from the 
west. He loves you, He died for 
you, and so this side of death He 


| offers Jove and mercy and forgive- 
you ready to die and leave your | 


ness out of His marvelous grace. 


But beyond. death there is only 
judgment and no mercy. The door 
'of hope is closed forever when 
the iron bars of Hell clang shut 
behind the soul of the unsaved 
at death. “It is appomted unto 
'men once to die, but after this 


the judgment!” 


IV, Danger of Sudden Death 

America has become the land 
of sudden deaths. More and more 
men die “with their boots on’ in- 
‘efully in their beds. 
accidents, murders, 


of pe if 
Automobile 


Suicides, explosions, fire, poisons, 
industrial accidents, strikes and 
war take their multiplied thou- 


sands. If we add heart failure and 
(Continued on page 8) 


OUR KINSMAN.-- 
REDEEMER 


The incarnation of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ and His birth of a virgin 
is a basic truth of our Christian 
faith. God became man. This is 
not merely a phase in time but 
the sublimest fact of eternity be- 
cause only through human birth 
and normal development could Je- 
sus become our eternal High 
Priest, our Kinsman-Redeemer. 


Leviticus 25:47,48 sets forth 
God’s rule of redemption. The Is- 
raelite who had sold himself into 
slavery could be redeemed only by 
one of his brethren. The redeemer 
must be a kinsman! Here we have 
one of the reasons for the incar- 
nation. It follows that God must 
become man in order to be our 
Kinsman-Redeemer, 


God became our Kinsman, As we 
ponder this our heart is filled with 
overflowing awe. The message of 
the incarnation is the message of 
the “Kinsman” who came to be 
our Redeemer. How we rejoice in 
this truth, but our rejoicing is 
tempered with sadness as we 
think of our kinsmen according to 
the flesh who do not know of 
Him who came to save His people 
from their sins. 


Your prayers will help us to be 
more filly ministers of His saving 
grace in bringing the Gospel of re- 
demption to Israel so that they, 
too, may come to rejoice with us in 
the incarnate Lord Jesus Christ. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS =-=-=-=== 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 15 
New York 23, N. Y. 


Canadian Office: 


39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., 
Canada 


I do want to help spread the knowledge 
and work of our Kinsman-Redeemer. 
Here is $ Use it ag God 
directs to make known to Israel the 
saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Page Eight 


(Continued from page 7) 


apoplexy, then, I am told, more 
than half of the Americans who 
die, die sudden deaths. Most of the 
deaths we read about in the news- 
papers are sudden deaths, About 
us millions are dying with no time 
to pray, no time to repent, They 
meet death unexpectedly, unpre- 
pared and with no warning, And 
to this agree the words of Scrip- 
ture: “He, that being often re- 
proved hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy” (Prov. 29:1). 
Americans have been warned re- 
peatedly and they have hardened 
their necks against God. The gos- 
pel has become common. On near- 
ly every radio station is a gospel 
program. Church spires point to 
Heaven in every city and town 
and village and on many a coun- 
try road. Tracts and Christian 
literature have been scattered like 
leaves in the wind. American peo- 
ple are gospel hardened. They 
have bowed their necks against 
God and more and more it is be- 
coming true that they are sudden- 
ly destroyed, and that without 
remedy. Sudden death is_ the 
haunting and frightful monster 
that lurks on the pathway ahead 
of unrepentant, Christ-rejecting 
sinners who will not hear the gos- 
pel. 

Wherever the gospel is faith- 
fully preached and wherever the 
Holy Spirit in great power con- 
victs sinners, there sudden death 
often follows those who stiffen 
their necks against God. In the 
accounts of great revivals we 
learn that many a man died sud- 
denly after opposing the revival 


Appointed to Die! 


turned the car lights on but left 
the wrecker without lights. A bus 
with several passengers came 
down the road at about thirty- 
five miles an hour, crashed into 
the wrecker, turning it over, and 
then came to a stop. Neither the 
driver nor any passenger was in- 
jured. Complaining. that some 
careless man had left the wreck- 
er on the highway unguarded and 
unlighted, the driver and pas- 
sengers yet decided they should 
lift the wrecker to its wheels be- 
fore they went on their way. But 
under the wrecker they found, 
crushed, a man, the man who 
night after night had heard the 
gospel and gone away unsaved. 
“He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly 
be destroyed, and that without 
remedy.” 

The revival continued and in 
a few days another tragedy oc- 
eurred. A young man who had 
been active in certain religious 
work but who showed no evidence 
of a changed life, drove about 
with a companion, both of them 
drunk, They drove into a filling 
station for gas, and the attendant 
pled with them to go home. “I 
am your friend and a friend of 
the family, I am afraid you will 
kill yourselves or somebody else, 
driving in this condition,” he said. 
“Tf I will take the hose and wash 
out the vomit from the front of 
the car and clean it up well, will 
you then go straight home?” he 
asked. They agreed, and started 
home. Then one young man said, 
“Let’s take one swing down East 


Marvin Street before we go in.” 
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| do not ask my cross to understand, 


My way fo see; 


Better in the darkness just to feel Thy hand 


And follow Thee. 


—dAdelaide Proctor. 
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and stubbornly refusing the gos- 
pel. 

In Roosevelt, Oklahoma, about 
1929 or 1930, a young man of 
twenty stubbornly resisted the 
gospel where hundreds were saved 
in a tent revival. His mother was 
saved, his brothers, his. sisters; 
and his backslidden father came 
back to God. At noon one day his 
mother pled with him to accept 
Christ, and he laughingly put 
her off saying there was plenty of 
time. Before two o’clock he was 
killed by a freight train. I saw the 
poor mangled body with a leg cut 
off, an arm cut off, jaw broken 
and a great hole in the back of 
his head where the brains filled 
the hand of the undertaker as he 
lifted the body. “He, that being 
often reproved hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, 
and that without remedy.” 

At Kaw, Oklahoma, an Indian 
lad was besought again and again 
to attend the services and seek 
Christ. He would not come, but 
instead got drunk with his broth- 
er and another young man. After 
a fight with his brother, he lay 
down on the railroad track . to 
sleep and was cut in two, I saw 
his stiffened lower limbs standing 
in a corner of the undertaker’s 
work room, while his head, arms 
and chest were laid on the table. 
Sudden death! If you believe God 
has nothing to do with sudden 
deaths, then you are a fool. And 
if you believe that you can con- 
stantly reject Christ, scorn the 
Bible with its warnings, ignore 
your mother or wife or preacher 
or friend who pleads with you, 
and still be safe to live out your 
days, then I warn you now, you 
are ignoring the plain words of 
the Bible. Sudden death, destruc- 
tion without remedy, is for those 
who, being often reproved, warned 
again and again, still harden their 
hearts and stiffen their necks 
against God. 

These are personal experiences, 
I know, but they are true. In 
Waxahachie, Texas, in 1931, a 
blessed revival from Heaven was 
in progress. Hundreds claimed 
Christ as Saviour. The whole of 
that little city was stirred. One 
night a man who had been at- 
tending the revival but was yet 
unsaved, stayéd to keep the ga- 
’ yage open while others came to 
the services. He was called out 
with a wrecker to pull a car from 
a ditch. He hooked on to the car, 


So down the street they came, 
seventy miles an hour, the sur- 
vivor later said. They came to a 
turn of about thirty degrees in 
the street and could not make it. 
They_ skidded to the wrong: side 
of the street and into a curb, 
turning the car over on its side. 
Then the ear, sliding on its side, 
crashed into a_ telephone pole. 
About four or five o'clock the 
next morning one of them died 
saying, “Lord, have mercy!” I do 
not know whether he was saved 
or not. I know that people who 
are often reproved and harden 
their necks had better fear sud- 
den destruction. 

The hand of God was so ob- 
vious that a profound impression 
was created in the city. I stood 
in the pulpit the next night and 
said what I had never planned to 
say. Directed by the Holy Spirit, 
as I feel certain, I said, “God’s 
hand is on this city. You who have 
been warned and do not repent 
are in deadly danger. By this 
time tomorrow night somebody 
else will go out to meet God sud- 
denly and without warning.” I 
had not planned to make the 
statement, but I believed it was 
of God and let it stand. The next 
afternoon at 5:15 a man who had 
been attending the services of the 
revival, yet unsaved, was found 
shot through the heart at the city 
water works. His Christian wife. 
called me to preach the funeral 
sermon, which I did in their home. 
“He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall sudden- 
ly be destroyed, and that without 
remedy,” God’s Word solemnly 
declares. I pray you, believe it and 
be warned.of sudden death if you 
have ignored repeated warnings 
and have hardened your heart. 

Every evangelist who has been 
largely used of God knows case 
after case of stiffnecked sinners 
who have been often reproved, 
often warned, often invited to 
trust Christ, but invited in vain, 
who have been called suddenly to 
meet God in death. Death is ev- 
erywhere. It is appointed unto 
men to die, and SUDDEN death 
will be the fate of many who read 
this message. Do not trifle with 
God, do not harden your heart, 
but today be saved. 

In the Bible, sudden death after 
long reproof came to Pharaoh and 
his army (Exod. 14:26-28). The 
ground opened and _ swallowed 


Korah, Dathan and Abiram after 


they had ignored solemn and re- 
peated warnings (Num. 16:1-35), 
and a fire came out from the 
Lord and consumed the 250 men 
that offered incense. Sudden 
death came after repeated warn- 
ings to Sennacherib (II Kings 19: 
36, 37), to King Herod (Acts 12: 
20-23), and to many others in 
the Bible. Death haunts the trail 
of every living human being, and 
particularly sudden death, sudden 
destruction without remedy, 
threatens every sinner who has 
been often reproved but did not 
repent. 


V. But Christ Conquered 
Death, Hell, and the 
Grave — 


Let us read again the text in 
Hebrews 9:27, 28: 


“And as it is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this 
the judgment; so Christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many; 
and unto them that look for him 
shall he appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation.” 


Yes, it is appointed unto men 
to die, but Christ died for sinners. 
Christ has taken the sting out 
of death. Christ has tasted death 
for all. Notice that the Scripture 
says that it-is appointed unto men 
ONCE to die. Men do not need to 
die the second time. No man need 
go to Hell, no man need ever 
face the awful judgment of the 
unsaved after death. It is true 
that even Christians have death 
in their bodies ‘and unless Jesus 
comes soon we will all die, as the 
millions before us have died. But 
that death for a Christian is only 
to fall asleep in Jesus, as far as 
the body is concerned. For the 
spirit, it is not even that. When 
death comes to a Christian, the 
spirit immediately takes its hap- 
py flight, rejoicing, accompanied 
by angels, into the very paradise 
of God in the presence of Christ. 

Hear the triumphant glory song 
of Paul, as moved by the Holy 
Ghost he writes: 


“So when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality, then shall be brought 
to pass the saying that is written, 
Deati: 1s swallowed wp in victory. 
O death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thu victory? The 
sting of death is sin; wid the 
strength of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ.”—I Cor, 15:54-57, 

Death is already whipped for a 
child of God. I can look into a 
grave unafraid. Christ went into 
such a grave. and came forth tri- 
umphantly. The resurrection of 
Christ guarantees that every 
child of God who dies will have 
his body likewise brought forth 
from the grave. 

Sin it is which brings” death. 
Sin it is which brings the judg- 
ment beyond death. But Christ 
has borne our sin. He has paid 
the highest penalty, every penny 
of debt that any of us ever owed 
on account of sin, so that today 
we may say, “O death, where is 
thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory”! 

I stood by the grave of my 
mother and looked down at that 
sandy mound in a country ceme- 
tery and lifted my heart to God in 
thanksgiving that the grave was 
already conquered. That grave 
was only a quiet bed where sleeps 
for a little time the body of my 
dear mother. But when Christ 
comes back for His own, my moth- 
er will come, too, and receive her 
glorious body, raised from the 
dead. Once I drew back with hor- 
ror from death, but I have learned 
that death to the Christian is not 
crossing chilly waters, is not fac- 
ing a fearsome monster, is not 
the grip of a cold hand on the 
throat, nor an icy breath in the 
face. Death for the child of God 
is simply sweet release from care 
and sorrow, the end of sin and 
disappointment, and the entering 
into the sweet presence of Christ! 
Paul did not fear death, but he 
could say with unutterable long- 
ing for Heaven: 


“For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain. But if I live in 
the flesh, this is the fruit of my 
labour: yet what I shall choose I 
wot not. For I am wm @ strait 
betwixt two, having a desire to 
depart, and to be with Christ; 
which is far better: nevertheless 
to abide in the flesh is more need- 
ful for you”—Phil. 1:21-24, .% 

To die is gain. “Having a desire 
to depart, and to be with Christ; 


which is far better”! Death al- 


ready has his teeth pulled as far 
as the saint is concerned, Christ 
who died for sinners, rising again 
from the dead for our justifica- 
tion, ascending on high to ever 
live as our High Priest, has taken 
away the sting of death. And 
when Paul came to die he had 
dying grace. He wrote to Tim- 
othy, “I am now ready to be of- 
fered, and the time of my depar- 
ture is at hand. I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, 
Which the Lord, the _ righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: 
and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing”’ 
(II Tim.- 4:6-8). . 

In a country home near Red 
River in Texas, my mother lay 
dying. We children were called 
from our play, and we did not un- 
derstand why everybody wept but 
Mother. Mother lay on her bed 
and talked about Christ and Heav- 
en. She said, “Will you sing and 
play for me, Georgia?” And Cou- 
sin Georgia answered, ‘‘What shall 
I sing, Aunt Sadie?” And my 
mother said, “Sing 


‘How firm a_ foundation, 
Ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith 
In His excellent Word.~”’ 


So Cousin Georgia went to the 
little cottage organ and played 
and sang with trembling voice 
those blessed words. And my 
mother rejoiced and praised God 
while she sang. 

Then one by one we were called 
to promise that we would meet 
Mother in Heaven, and promise 
we did. I was only five years old, 
and yet I remember that scene; 
how we stood about the room 
and looked on: grieving husband, 
four little children and kinspeople. 
Then my mother looked up, up, 
up with a glad smile and said, “I 
can see Jesus and my baby now!” 
So she closed her eyes and went 
to sleep, and we knew that she 
was with Jesus and the little one 
who had gone to Him just a few 
months before. 

Thank God, I learned in my 
childhood how a Christian can die, 
and I am not afraid of death. if 
Jesus comes today it will be a 
glad, good day when all the saints 
in the graves will be raised up 
and we that are alive will be 
changed and caught up in the 
air with them to meet the Lord. 
But if Jesus tarries death may 
come to me, and if so, then I will 
be blessed ahead of time and will 
enter triumphantly into glory and 
the presence of my Lord before 
many others will have that joy. 
Thank God, the Lord Jesus Christ 
has taken the sting out of death! 
The only way, then, to have peace 
about death is to have Christ as 
your Saviour. I beg you to trust 
Him today with all your heart. 
Depend upon Him for forgiveness, 
for salvation. Trust Him for time 
and eternity. Then you can say 
with David, “Though I walk 
ee 


through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me,’ and again, 
“Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord for ever.” 


Will you trust Christ today as 
Saviour and let Him lift the shad- 
ow. and fear of death forever? 
He died for you. He took death 
that you might have everlasting 
life. If you will cast your soul 
upon Him, repent of your sins and 
trust Him as your Saviour, then 
will you not write me today that 
I may rejoice with you? Here is 
a statement that you may sign, 
or copy, or you may write to me 
in your own words, just as you 
wish. How glad I would be to hear 
it. 


Rev. John R. Rice 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I am a mortal being and know 
that I, like others, am likely to 
die at any moment. I believe 
what God says, that “It is ap- 
pointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment.” Today 
I repent of my sins and trust 
Jesus Christ to save me. I trust 
Him to change my heart and give 
me everlasting life and take away 
the fear of death. I here and now 
claim Him as my Saviour and 
write this to let you know. 


Date sa 


Signed ni 
Address si 


(From the book of eleven evangelistic 
sermons, WHEN SKELETONS COME OUT 
OF THEIR CLOSETS, 191 pages, $2.00. 
Add 15c postage and packing. Address 
Sword of the Lord, Box 420, Wheaton, 
Illinois.) 


A Money-makin¢g 
(pportunity 


for men and women of character. 
Christian -associntes preferred. bxciu- 
sive franchises on the world’s newest 


invention, expected to replace a multi- 
million dollar industry. Four hundred 
newspapers—magazines—radios and TV 
have told the nation about the magic 
circle diaper. The first and only pin- 
less, snapless, contoured, patented 
diaper. Print on plain velvelette cotton, 
carrying Parent’s and House- 
keeping seal. Prominent Christian cor- 
poration is offering exclusive rights in 
your territory which can earn upwards 
to $1,000 per month, part or full-time. 
$900 to $2900 required for lifetime dis- 
tributorship which can insure peace of 
mind, independence and security. Most 
of U.S.A., Hawaii, and Canada open. 
This new exciting program endorsed by 
world-famous ministers, columnists, doc- 
tors and department stores. Your letter 
should state territory desired, first and 
second choice: ‘phone number and 
church affiliation. 


Write to: 


ELSA CARROW 
International Francise 
Opportunities, Inc. 
Suite 509 — Taft Bldg. 
Hollywood & Vine 
Hollywood, California 


SAVE 


up to 40% on your 
Automobile Insurance 


For Drivers: Ages 18 — 75 ® Safe Drivers ® Total Abstainers 


Fill out and mail Name 


WIHKII IAI IPAIIAI AAI AIAII AA AAA AISA AAA AA AISAASASASSASASSASACSACSAMK 


Address 


City 
Age of all drivers i. 2. 


3. 4 Di miatinnies ~ 


Any Accidents during past 5 Years? 


If yes, send details, 


Use of Car: Pleasure... Work_... Miles one way-.... Business... 


No. Cars in Household ~-_.. Occupation 


My Auto Insurance Expires Month 


Make 
Motor No. 


Year... 


Body Type 


Check Coverage Desired 
['] Liability 5-10-5 or other limits 
[-] Medical Pay $500 
[] Comprehensive 
[] Collision $50 Deductible 
[] Collision $100 Deductible 


ot : ate 


["] Please send me rates as checked. 
[] if YOU meet these qualifications, check 
here and we will protect you with these 
coverages, effective- for 10 days from 
the postmark of this application. There 
is no obligation to take out insurance. 


ABSTAINERS — Auto Policy 


NATIONAL SAVINGS INSURANCE COMPANY 


Dept. 88 


Oklahoma City, 6, Oklahoma 


— a 


